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% The Cnanacrrer of 


Dr. GROSY ENOR's MOURNER. 


_— _. " 


E ay HE Po Excellent James 3 
in a Letter to a Friend, 

3 5 the Death of a near Relation. 
expreſſes himſelf thus, . Give me Leave 
* to preſent you with, and recommend 
* to you, on this melancholy Occaſion, a 

e repeated Peruſal of Dr. Grofvenor's 
«© MoURNER; or, The Aficted relicved : 
« which is a moſt valuable Gem; and, 
„as it is written in Numbers, like the 
« SpeFators, it will not weary your At- 
'** tention. I am ſure you ſtand in need 
«oof the Conſolations and Helps therein 
« adminiſtered. I am never without ſome 
of theſe little Books, to give away to 
* my Acquaintance under Afflictions, 
« eſpecially on their Loſs of dear Rela- 
tions, and valuable Friends; for which 
«« Purpoſes I think it one of the moſt ju- 
„ dicious and univerſally uſeful Books 
ee extant, and well deſerves to be trant- 
« Jated into the Language of every Na- 
* tion where Chriſtianity is profeſſed.“ 


See Mr, Hexvey's Letters, Vol. II. Letter CI. 
A 2 


Dr. STONEHOUSE, in his FaiEN DI 
Apvick to a PATIENT, (11th Edit.) 
has thus recommended this Treatiſe: 


N. B. 4s I have frequently Been an Eye-witne/5 of the great 
Diſtre's of the poor Relations of ſuch as have died in the In- 
firmary : And as nothing can be better calculated to relieve the 
AAiction of tbe Survivors on ſo diſtreſſing an Occaſion, I could 
«wiſh that the Governors of every Infirmary would beſtow on 
them a little Treatiſe of Dr. Grofvenor's, entitled, The 
Mourner, or the Afflicted reheved, (price bound Eighteen 
Pence. The Expence of fluch a Donation would be wery in- 
conſiderable, as it is evident, by the printed Accounts, that the 
Numbers which die annually in our infirmaries are very few, 
This valuable little Book is written in Sort Eſſays, after the 
manner of the Spectator: I have for many. Years kept a 
Number of them by me to diſtribule, as Opportunities offered, 
ammediately-after the death of fame of my Patients, whoſe Fa- 
milies appeared to ſtand in Need of ide Conſolations therety 
given, and who had fhewn, during my Altendance, a proper 
Temper and Diſpoſition to receive ſuch a Pi eſent with Thank- 


wy Fulneſs, and tio prefit by the Peruja!. 


Preſents of this Sort, by any Phyſician, might, if ill timed, 
rather do harm : If made to all, without any Kind of Di/- 
zindion, would be frequently conſidered as impertinent, and 
ef Courſe be diſregarded : and therefore, neither to hazard a 
Miſconfilru#tion of the Gift, nor Self-reproach for the Oifiia on 
of it, n Jome Degree of Prudence and Duliceg. 
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Whoſe later Sox RO s have been eſpecially 
regarded in the following PAPERS. . 


— 1 


MY DEAR FRIENDS, 


S ſoon as you caſt your eyes upon 
this little piece, ſome of you will 
immediately think of the good husband, 
who is no more, or of the tender pa- 
rent, who has given the laſt ble fling. 
Others will remember the dear wife, 
the defire of your eyes; the pretty child, 

in 


3 

in whoſe life your own ſeemed to be 
Bound up; the brother will come into 
mind, who was @s your own ſoul; and 
the excellent friend, who ſometimes 
_ſ\t:heth cloſer than a brother, I have 
had all theſe caſes in my eye; and 
with a ſympathy that can only ariſe 
from ſome experience and benevolence 
in conjunction, have endeavoured to aſ- 
ſuage and improve your ſorrows at the 
ſame time. 


It is ſomewhat neceſſary to have 
been acquainted with grief, in order 
to addreſs ſuitably to the tenderneſs of 
its nature; to obviate the ſubtlety of 
its pleas, and pretenſions for exceſs ; 
and to manage its operations and ef- 
fects. There is danger, otherwiſe, of 
increaſing the anguiſh we would alle- 
viate, and the wound! is made to bleed 


afreſh 


* $-) 
afreſh* : even balm itſelf may be pain- 
fully applied. | Fs 


There are, indeed, ſome wounds 
that will heal of themſelves. Give 
them a little time, 'and the ſtock of 
ſorrow is not ſo great but it will 
quickly be ſpent: the haſty ſhowers 
will toon be over. But the real mourner 
is apt to have the reaſons of his anguiſh 
continually before him : and to be more 
intent upon waſting his ſpirits than his 
ſorrows: fond of ſolitude and filence, 
that he may indulge his paſſion, and 
provoke the emotion of that grief which 
is ready to devour him; taking a ſort 
of pleaſure to lie down under its oppreſ- 
ſion, and becoming a willing prey to its 
furious diſorders. Upon offering to 
ſpeak, they reply eagerly, It is an 
* Curando fieri quædam majora videmus 


66 eaſy 


(©3070 
de eaſy matter to talk ; you would limit 
% my grief, and not ſuffer its vent; but 
« if it were your own caſe, you would 
7 refign yourſelves up to it, or faint 
% under the preflure of ſuch a ca- 
© lamity.” The firſt onſets of ſorrow 
do indeed call for compaſſion more than 
advice: we are to mourn with them that 
meurn, The filence of Job's friends, 
becauſe they ſaw bis grief was very great, 
was more to the purpoſe than any thing 
they could ſay. It would be inhuman 
to deny the relief of mourning, when 
mourning itſelf is often its own relief, 
But is there any harm in preſcribing 
bounds to it ? By what rule of com- 
mon ſenſe ſhould grief be left unli- 
mited, more than any other paſſion ? 
Why ſuch coſtly ſacrifices ' as health 
and life, and the comforts of both, to 
a calamity that you think has carried 

off 
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off too much already? We may pay the 
tribute of a few tears to the memory of 
ſome dear objects; but then, Religion 
ſays, we ſhould weep as if we wept not, 
becauſe there will ever be more occaſion 
of joy to a good man, than of ſorrow : 
And Philoſophy ſays, it is a needleſs ag- 
gravation of miſery to faint under our 
pains ; and not have courage to ſuffer 
thoſe misfortunes which it is not in 
our power to avoid; 


Should the pilot abandon the helm in 
the violence of a tempeſt ? Should reaſon 
and grace be leaſt hearkened to, when 
their diftates are moſt ſeaſonable, and 
their maxims moſt needful? Has not 
this weakneſs of mind betrayed abun- 
dance of people into thoſe extremities 
that are a diſgrace to human nature, 
and a reproach to the Chriſtian cha- 
racter. 


( 12 ) 
Te children of affliftion, break the tide 
of ſorrow, by throwing it into different 
channels; and direct its courſe ſo as to 
make it uſeful, by employing its in- 
fluence to ſpiritual purpoſes. It will 
be more eaſy, at ſuch a time, to con- 
vert the ſorrow of this world, that 
worketh death, into that godly ſor- 
row that worketh repentance unto 
life. So other natural paſſions may 
be ſanctified, by making them aſſiſt in 
the exerciſe of ſpiritual grace. It is 
a tender time, while the ſoul is more 
ſuſceptible of impreſſion, and turns 
more eaſily, as the ſoftened wax to 
the ſeal. As thankfulneſs is a proper 
graft upon the joys of proſperity, 
when the. heart is enlarged, fo will 
godly ſorrow be ſeaſonable to a 
mournful occaſion; and the rather, 
becauſe 
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becauſe this is one great end of God in 
all our afflictions. 


I know not whether it has been ob- 
ſerved or no; but to me it ſeems, 
that the meaſures of mourning are re- 


preſented to leſſen in proportion as men 


are nearer to God. The people of 


God, under the Old Teſtament, 


were forbid thoſe ſigns of ſorrow that 
were common among the Gentiles, as 


cutting themſelves, and tearing their 
hair. It was their glory to have God 


ſo nigh to them. The prieſts among 
them, were not allowed thoſe ex- 


preſſions of ſorrow which were in- 


„ - 
— —— — 
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dulged to the people. The prieſts 


were nearer to God, and miniſtering 
before him. The Nazarite, who by a 
ſpecial ſeparation, was moſt nearly de- 


voted to God, had the leaſt to do 
with mourning, or its forms, becauſe 


B i 


C14) 


the conſecration of his God was upon his 
head, Numb. 6. 7. The Chriſtian 
church, who are brought nigh by the 
blood of Chriſt, a peculiar holy peo- 
ple, and a royal prieſthood, are laid 
under this prohibition, that they ſor- 
row not as do others, 1 Theſſ. 4. 13. 
Neither as other Jews, nor other 
Gentiles. Among Chriſtians, the apoſ- 
tles being neareſt to God in holineſs 
and ſpirituality, were the beſt able to 
rejoice in tribulation, As ſforrowful, 


yet always rejoicing. And, to mount 


the laſt and higheſt ſtep of this gra- 
dation, heaven, where we are neareſt 
of all to God, there ſhall be no more 
ſorrow, Rev. xxi. 4. everlaſiing joy ſhall 
be upon their heads; thankſgiving, and 
| the voice of praiſe. In thy preſence is 


fulneſs of joy; at thy right hand are 


Pleaſures for evermore, 


F 


The 
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( 15 ) 

The moſt comfortable thoughts, in 
this caſe, and ſuch as make up the 
very cordial of conſolation, belong only 
to a truly good man, and can only be 
reliſhed by ſuch a one. Why do you | 
oppole a man of this world with ar- 
guments drawn from another? You 
talk of heaven, and he minds nothing 


but earth: You propoſe the calm 
healing thought of the Divine appro. 
bation, with the pleaſure and honour 
of God's favour, to a man who ſays 
unto God, Depart from us; we deſire 
not the knowledge of thy ways: You 
preach the conſolations of God, which 
are not ſmall, to one who knows no 
conſolation but in corn, and wine, 
and oil. What comfort to a man from 
the thoughts of the ſhortneſs of human 
life, whoſe greateſt trouble is that it 
is ſo ſhort, or elſe is apprehenſive 
that the end of theſe troubles will begin 
„ r 


(16 ) 


thoſe which ſhall never end? He has 
10 more title to this true comfort, 
than he has a fitneſs for it; the good 
man only being qualified for, and ca- 
pable of this. Chriſtian conſolations 
belong only to Chriſtians: they are 
of no uſe to others, who have neither 
pait nor lot in this matter, no more 
than in that heaven, from whence they 
are derived. They ſuppoſe a diſpoſi- 
tion capable of them, as the rudi- 
ments of any ſcience are previous to 
the operations of that ſcience; but 
the promiſcuous application of theſe 
comforts, to all ſorts of characters, is 
mere quaking in divinity, inſtead of 
approved remedies, and fair practice. 
The ſecret of the Lord is with them that 
fear him; becauſe he hath ſhewn unto 
them his covenant. Others muſt go to 
Cicero, Seneca, or Plutarch de Conſo- 
latione; and try what their flouriſhes 
and 
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and general reaſoning will do. The 
aids of ancient philoſophy, how dry, 
how inſufficient they are, will appear 
from a few paſſages, which I take 
leave to borrow from archbiſhop Til- 
lotion, one of the beſt writers upon 
the beſt of ſubjects, The excellency of 
the Chriſtian Religion. 


Some pretended to doubt whether 
« there was any ſuch thing as ſenſe 
« of pain; and yet when any great 
« evil was upon them, they would 
« certainly ſigh and groan as pitiful- 
« ly, and cry out as loud as other 
„ men. 


% Others have ſought to eaſe them- 
« ſelves, by maintaining that afflic- 
tions were no real evils, and there- 
« fore wiſe men ought not to be trou- 
« bled at them: but he mult be a very 

B « wile 
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+ wiſe man indeed that can forbear 
being troubled at things which are very 
** troubleſome ; and yet thus Poſſidonius 
* diſtinguiſhed, as Cicero tells us. He 
* could not deny pain to be very 
+ troubleſome, but he was reſolved 
* never to acknowledge it to be an 
evil. But ſure it is a very flen- 
der comfort that relies on this nice 
+ diſtinftion, between things being 
«© troublefome, and being evils; when 
* all the evil of affliction hes in the 
© trouble it creates to us. And when 
* the beſt that can be is made of this 
40 argument, it is good for nothing but 
„to be thrown away as a ſtupid pa- 
T radox, and againſt the common ſenſe 
4 f mankind, 


« Others have endeavoured to elude 
« their trouble, by a graver way of 
« reaſoning : that theſe things are 

e fatal 


90 


fatal and neceſſary; and that we 
* ought not to be troubled at what we 
« cannot help. But this only proves 
« the trouble to be as fatal as the cala- 
„ mity that occafions it. And, per- 
« haps, that a thing cannot be helped, 
« js one of the juſteſt cauſes: of trou- 
* ble to a wiſe man; as Auguſtus 
% ſmartly replied, to one who admi- 
- 6 niſtered this comfort to him on the 
« fatality of things: this was ſo far 
« from giving any eaſe to his mind, 
« that, ſays he, This is the very aan 


5 that troubles me.* 


„ Others have tried to divert and 
© entertain the troubles of other men, 
« by pretty and plauſible ſayings, ſuch 
« as this, that if evils are long, they 
« are but light; if ſharp, but ſhort: 
«and a hundred ſuch like. Now I am 


Hoc ipſum ef quod me male habet. 
od apt 


632 


* apt to imagine, that it 18 but a very 
* ſmall comfort that a plain ordinary 
© man, lying under a ſharp fit of the 
« ſtone, for a week together, recerves 
& from this fine ſentence: for what 
a pleaſure ſoever men, who are at 
&« eaſe and leiſure, may take in being 
„the authors of witty ſayings, 1 
« doubt it is but poor conſolation, 
« that a man under great and ſtinging 
« afflictions can find from them. 


„ The beſt moral argument to pa- 
ce tience, in my opinion, is the ad- 
« vantage of patience itſelf. To 
«© hear evils as quietly as we can, is 
* the way to make them lighter and 
t eaſier: but to toſs and fling, and be 
„ reſtleſs, is good for nothing but 
© to fret and enrage our pain, to gall 
* our ſores, and make the burden 
upon us fit more uneaſy, And this 

18 
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is properly no conſideration of com- 
fort, but an art of managing our- 
« ſelves, under our afflictions, ſo as 
* not to make them more grievous 
than indeed they are. 


« But now the arguments that 
* Chriſtianity propounds to us, are 
* ſuch as prove a juſt aud reaſon- 
e able encouragement for men to bear 
* affliction patiently.” And then the 


author mentions * the example of 


& Chriſt and the firſt Chriſtians; the 
„ glory that ſhall follow the light af- 
* flictiens of this preſent time:“ And 
cloſes this part of his ſubject with a 
paſſage in the life of Lipſius, who 
„ was a great ſtudier and admirer of 
the ſtoic philoſophy. When he lay on 
„his death-bed, and one of his friends, 
* who came to viſit him, ſaid, That he 
** need not uſe arguments to perſuade 

8 „ him 


129 
„him to patience under his pains, 
the philoſophy, which he had ſtu- 
* died ſo much, would furniſh him 
* with motives enough to that purpoſe ; 
* he anſwers him with this ejaculation ; 
* Domine Jeſu, da mibi patientiam 
& Chriſtianam ; that is, Lord Jeſus, give 
* me Chriſtian patience, No patience 


like that, which the conſiderations of 
« Chriſtianity are apt to work in us.“ 


This is one inſtance of the excellence 


of the Chriſtian religion, its furniſh- 


ing us with the beſt motives, and- 
conſiderations to patience, under the 


evils and afflitions of this life. 


All the other philoſophical thoughts, 


ſo far as they are of any uſe, the 


Chriſtian cen take and make his beſt 


of; and when they fail, he knows 
where to go. He can turn to God, 


and 


( 23 ) 
and fay, Pſal. cxix. 82. When wilt thou 
comfort me? If thou doſt not, all the 
world cannot. Without thee, miſe. 
rable comforters are they all. If thou 
doſt not ſpeak peace, there will be no 
end of my trouble. This balm is only 
to be found in Gilead. Say unto my 
foul, 1 am thy ſalvation: ſay, Be of good 
cheer; thy fins be forgiven thee, And then 
will 1 ſay, In tbe multitude of my thoughts 
within me, thy comforts delight my ſoul : 
Thy comforts! Comforts that come 
from God, which lead to him, and are 
fully to be enjoyed in him. The light 
of thy countenance, the ſenſe of the 
pardon of my ſins, an intereſt in the 
promiſes of the covenant of grace, a 
conqueſt of ſelf- will, and conſequently 
of every other enemy, peace of con- 
ſcience, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
the hope and proſpect of eternal life 
near, and not the leſs pleaſant on that 
account: 


bf 1 
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account“: theſe are conſolations in- 
deed that are not ſmall, There are two 


things alſo ſaid of thoſe divine comforts, 


that give them infinite advantage above 
all other; they are firong, and they are 
full. They are ffrong conſolations, Heb: 
vi. 18. Others are too weak to bear 
much weight. A ſoul, in all its hea- 
vineſs, finds they are not affliftion proof: 


they cannot ſtand under the troubles of 


life, much leſs will they do againſt the 
terrors of death and judgment. But the 
comforts that are truly Chriſtian, will 
bear a man up when every thing elle fails 
about him, the world ſinking under him, 
and all is a-going. The other thing ſaid 
of theſe divine conſolations is, that they 
are full: as Chriſt ſaith to his diſciples, 

* O vitam vere vitalem, "ut alt Ennius, omnibus 
bonis et gaudiis circumfluentem! Sed beatam etiam 


mortem, quæ ad beatiſſimam vitam aditum aperiat, 
IP Cic. Conſ. 


Let 
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Let not your bearts be troubled; ye believe 
in God, believe alſo in me. Theſe things 


Have I ſpoken unto you, that your joy might 
be full. 


To have a God to apply to, who is 
the Father of mercies, and the God of all 
conſolations; the God that comforteth 
them who are caſt down: to have an in- 
tereſt in Chriſt, by whom we have ac- 
ceſs unto the Father; whoſe grace is ſuffi- 
cient for us in every time of need: to have 
the Spirit, the Comforter by office, to 
do his office to us, and diffuſe that joy 
and peace in believing, which are part 
of the kingdom of God, and the fruits 
of the Spirit: to have the holy Scriptures 
to go to, that were written on purpoſe 
that we through patience and comfort 
of the Scriptures might have hope. Theſe 
ale, in compariſon to all other com- 
forts, as the fcuntain of living waters. 
C e 


06:8. 
to the broken ciſterns that can hold no 
water, 


Prayer gives eaſe to the mind, revives 
faith, hope, and patience; promotes 
holineſs, as well as fetches down com- 
fort: It is, in ſhort, the true way of 
handling our weapons againſt our ſpiri- 
tual adverſaries, Put on the whole ar- 
mour of God: praying with all prayer. 
And the true way of applying our ſpi- 


ritual remedy: Is any afflicted, let him | 
pray. 


Beſides the mourner for departed 
fricnds, the afflicted on other accounts 
will here find ſome relief under their 
troubles of life. The nature of ſubmiſ- 
ſion, and the arguments and motives of 
 acquieicence, do very much agree to 
both. They have ſuch an affinity, that 
one can hardly be treated of without 
touching 


3 
touching upon the other: as, in lay- 
ing down the map of any kingdom, ſome 
borders of neighbouring nations will 
appear. They are but different ingre- 
dients of the ſame bitter cup, put 
into the hands of mortal men. 


He uſually behaves beſt, who is beſt 
prepared, who has not his weapons to 
ſeek when they are to be uſed; nor 
his armour to be put on, when the at- 
tack is begun “. It is obſerved, that 
none are more confounded when cala— 
mity comes, than thoſe who are moſt 
careleſs to prevent it. Principles muſt 
be fixed, before they can be uſed; and 
frequently practice muſt ſettle habits, 
before we can enjoy the benefit of that 

* Nec vero quiſquam doloris impetam excipere, ac 
fortiter perpeti poſſet, nifi ſe prius ad obfiſtendum com- 
paraſſet :—ex quo conſuetudo fit, qua callum obducit 


animo, noſque contra omnes vel naturæ vel fortune 
impetus armat. Cic. Con/. 


2 eaſe 
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eaſe with which they exert themſelves. 
Of all people they ſuffer moſt, who 
will not allow you to mention before- 
hand the death of a beloved object, nor 
themſelves to think of any ſuch thing. 
Do not ſpeak of it; I cannot bear the 
thoughts of it: to be ſure I ſhall run 
diſtracted.” And fo, partly for quiet- 
neſs ſake, and partly from complai- 
ſance, not a word is ſaid of the matter; 
| the dear thing is clapt to the heart; it 
clings,, and grows to the affections ;; 
and when ſnatched away, no wonder if 
the parents grieve and lament. They 
ſeem to have had nd notion of their dear 
creature's being mortal: it overſets them 
at once, becauſe they have no conſide- 
ration about them to hinder its doing ſo;. 
nothing that can weaken the influence 
of their vexation. Whereas he is a 
wiſe man indeed, who prepares both for 
his own death and the death, of his 
friends: 


* 
friends: who ſo improves his foreſight of 
troubles, as to abate the uneaſineſs of 
them; and puts in practice that philoſo- 
phic reſolution J have read of, with which 
conclude this addreſs: I am thinking 
with myſelf every day, how many 
things are dear to me; and after I have 
conſidered them as temporary and pe- 
riſhing, I prepare myſelf, from that mi- 
nute, to bear the loſs of them without 
weakneſs,” / 5 
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Allotvances made to the Mourner, and which will 
be made both by God and Man. 


OME allowance will ſurely be made 


for our natural averſion to troubles, by 


him who knows our frame. No affliftion for the 

Preſent being joyous but grievous ; it is well if at- 

2 it produces the peaceable fruits of righ- 

3 4 The man mult teel; the Chriſtian 
mit 


The grace that exalts us to the 


Cans of being the dhe of God, does not 
lift us W "ap. have the affections and paſſions 
which are common to men: but what is better, 
it governs them by its laws, and uſes them to 
its own purpoſes ; and doth not eradicate but 


perfect our nature. 
There 


I 
j 
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There is a great difference in the conſtitutions 
of men. That which melts down one perſon, 
ſhall hardly warm another. Where there is a pre- 
- dominance of the ſofter paſſions, every bowel ſhall 
move within them; and, like the ſenſative plant, 
they ſhrink in, and are affected with the ſmall- 
eſt touch. 

Suipriſe, upon the firſt invaſion of an evil; 
the ſudden news of ſuch a loſs, may be too 
hard for a man that has a good command of 
himſelf. He muſt recover himſelf; he muſt 
rally the forces of reaſon and religion: when 
the ſhock is over, he will better perceive it 
might have been more decently borne. 

It is no crime to be ſenfible of the greatneſs of 
our loſs, nor to feel the pain of it. Inſenſibility 
is no virtue, has no glory in it, will have no re- 
ward. The great Abraham came to mourn for Sarah, 
and to weep, Gen. 23.2. without any diminution 
to his great character. Jeſus himſelf wept over 
Lazarus; which he would not have done, had 
there been any thing unſeemly in dropping a tear 
over a departed friend. Devout men carried 
Stephen to his funeral, and made great lamentation ; 
and yet they were devout men. Human na- 
ture is framed with ſuch ſenſes and paſſions as, 
according to God's intentions, will be affected 
ſuitably to their objects: and if the ſoul acts 
* rationally, it is moved accordingly. And if we 

* conſider the end for which afflictions are ſent, 
* namely, for our amendment, it will appear ne- 
e ceſlary that they ſhould be felt; for if we have 
no ſenſe of the blow, how ſhall we ſubmit Ay 
| p 7 | « the 
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<« the hand that gives it? If our affections are 
« ſeared againſt all painful impreſſions, God is 
„ then defeated in the beſt means of our awake- 
ning; for he that is not ſenſible of his afflic- 
* tion, will continue ſecure in his fin#.” 
There are two extremes ever to be avoided un- 
der troubles: the one 1s ſlighting the affliction, 
; as if we ſcorned to feel it, like a mere accident, 
0 not to be regarded: the other is ſinking under it, 
fas if we had no help to go to, but would fling up 
tall in ſullen deſpair; inſtead of endeavouring to 
1 
rc 


1% — 1 WW g „ 


attain the end God himſelf aims at in the diſpen- 
ſation. Both theſe extremes are cautioned againſt: 
My fon, deſpiſe not thou the chaſtening of the Lord, 
f nor faint when thou art rebuked, Heb. 12. 5. If 
Y you deſpiſe the chaſtening, you may provoke.him 
- to ſay, I will make you feel before I have done 
* with you;” and ſo draw upon you more ſtrokes, 
as they did, Thou haſt ſtricken them, but they have 
not grieved ; thou haſt conſumed them, but they have 
refuſed to receive correction: they have made their 
faces harder than a roch; they have refuſed to re- 
turn, Jer. 5. 3. And what followed this affected 
inſenſibility, in which they hardened themſelves 
againſt God and his providence? They made 
matters ten times worſe, and ſuffered many evils 
inſtead of one. Wherefore the lion out of the foreſt 
/hall flay them, ſome fierce and cruel enemy: The 
wolf of the evening ſhall ſpoil them, {ome greedy 
and devouring enemy: The leopard ſhall watch 
over their cities; every one. that goeth out thence 
ball be torn in pieces, ſome watchtul cunning ad- 
; Pr. BArEs. 
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verſary: Becauſe their tranſgreſſions are many, and 


their batk/lidings are increaſed, Jer. 5. 6. 


How much better is it for me to ſay with the 


church, I will bear the indignation of the Lord, be- 


cauſe T have ſinned againſt him ? I will bear it as 
well as I can, and will endeavour to bear it as well 


as I ought. My wound is grievous; but I ſaid, 


Truly this is a grief, and I muſt bear it, Jer. 10. 19. 
Theparticular circumſtances of trouble in my 
caſe, are all under his compaſſionate eye. The de- 


grees of bitterneſs in mycup, with every ingredient, 


were of his own mixing: it is the cup which my 
Father gives me to drink. He will allow the de- 
ee of ſorrow to be in proportion to the degrees 


of affliction. That degree of ſorrow may be a ſin 


in one affliction, which is but decent in another. 
The bloſſom ſoon withers, and the flower fades; 
the fair bloſſom, the beautiful flower: but a// 


fleſh is graſs. One channel of my pleaſure is dried 
up; it is but one channel; or if more, the foun- 


tain is {till open, and can never run dry. I may 


mourn the loſs of what was ſo neceſſary to me, 
with a degree of forrow beyond what is due only 


to a convenience of life The loſs of one upon 


whom our all depends, not only the comfort and 


delights, but the very ſupport and livelihood of 
a family; how deep mult that wound be? And 
who can forbid 1t to bleed, where extremities to 
be ſuffered, come in the room of endearment 
and delight enjoyed ? Job loſt his children, his 
eſtate, his health, his peace; heavy as the ſand of 
the a was his grief ! But here comes a mourner, 
and ſays, I have loſt all this in one perſon : I was 

e | 93 at 
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at eaſe, but thou haſt broken me to pieces. A wi- 
dow and fatherleſs children; a poor widow and 

_ ,Fatherlefs; ſick, as well as poor; deſerted by 
| friends, 2 ecuted by enemies; how many de- 
grees of anguiſh are here beyond the ſorrow 
only of being a widow ? How allowable for ſuch 
a one to ſay (and ſuch a one there has been), Even 
to-day is my complaint bitter; my ſtroke is heavier 
than my groaning, Job 23.2. # 
Grief muſt have a vent : ſorrow may expreſs 
itſelf, I may ſigh and weep, and tell my mourn- 
ful ſtory to God and man: In all this Job ſinned 
not. As for me, is my complaint to men ® And if 
it were ſo, why ſhould not my ſpirit be troubled ? 
Job 21. 4. It is in vain to complain to men. I 
will turn my complaint to God : he will allow 
me to complain to him, though I muſt not com- 
plain of hum. TI cried unto thee with my voice, and 
made ſupplication. I poured out my complaint be- 
fore him: I ſhewed before him my trouble, Pſalm 
142. 1, 2. There is a Pſalm on purpoſe for the 
afflicted, with this title, A prayer of the afflited 
ehen he is overwhelmed, and poureth out his com- 
Plaint before the Lord, Plal. 102. When a man 
1s. ſo afflicted as to be overwhelmed with it, he 
may complain ; he may complain even before the 
Lord: nay, he may pour out his complaint. 
Another while he ſays, I am ſo troubled I cannot 
2 Anguith in extremity will ſometimes ſtrike 
umb, and at another time pour out complaints. 
My ſorrows are great, becauſe my loſs is fo, 
Thou knoweſt, O GE more than gs how 

| l itter 
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bitter in many reſpects this is likely to prove. 
What a gap is made in the comfort of my life? 
What troubles are like to come in at this breach, 
like a flood. Whither ſhould I carry my ſorrows 
and cares, but to thee, who careſt for me? M 

friends are quickly weary of my complaints : it 
is burdenſome to them, though it relieves me. 
Thou art the Father of compaſſion : All weep- 
ing eyes lift up themſelves to thee, and every 
ſighing prayer from the ends of the earth. Hear 
my prayer, O Lord; and let my cry come unto thee. 
Hide not thy face; incline thine car, My heart 
ts ſmitten and withered like graſs, ſo that I forget 
to eat my bread; or I mingle it with aſhes, the 
bread of afſlifiion, and the water of afiiftion. My 
courage fails; my ſpirits are waſtcd by the great- 
neſs of my ſorrow: By reaſon of the voice of my 
_ groaning, my bones cleave to nv iin: I am like a 
Pelican in the wilderneſs, a lonely, ſolitary crea- 
ture. I watch, and am like a ſparrow upon the 
houſe-top: 1 decline ſociety by day, and am de- 
prived of ſleep by night. I have eat aſhes like 
bread, and mingled my drink with weeping, be- 
cauſe of thine indignation, O Lord; for thou haſt 
lifted me up, and caſt me down, Plal. 102. 1. 10. 
Heal the worpd which thou haſt made. Surely 
there is balm in Gilead, and a Phyſician there. 
Aſſuage my grief by thy conſolations, which are 
not ſmall. Relieve my lonelineſs, by a great deal 
of thy ſenſible preſence. Give me fo much more 
of thy company, that I may find I am 10 alone, 


lecauſe the Father is with e. My light is gone 
out 


\ 
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out in darkneſs: let the Sun of Righteouſueſs 
ariſe upon me, with healing under his wings. 
Retrieve the damage and loſs as far as may Go. 
by the methods of thy providence. I am oppreſſed: 
undertake for me. | 
I may open my ſorrows to men too, if I can 
get any who will beſtow the charity of hearing 
my ſtory. It will eaſe the mind; it will draw 
forth ſomething of relief from our thoughts ; 
it will direct and engage their prayers; it will ex- 
tort ſome pity: and it is ſomething to be pitied 
in affliction. Job miſſed of this, when he had 
reaſon to expect it. He hath put my brethren fa 
rom me; and mine acquaintance are verily eftranges 
from me. My kinsfolk have failed, and my familiar 
friends have forgotten me: they that dwelt in mine 
houſe. I called my ſervant, and he gave me no 
' anſwer : I intreated him with my mouth. Mr 
breath is ſtrauge to my wife : ſhe turned away 


from me. And all refuſe the kind office to a 


poor afflicted man when he moſt needs it. A 
my inward friends abhorred me; and they whom I 
loved are turned againſt me. Have pity upon me, 
have pity upon me, O my friends; for the hand cf 
| God hath touched me. To the afflifted pity ſhould 
be ſhewn. 6-14 
The moſt earneſt prayer to God for the re- 
moval of an affliction, or ſupport under it, is 
very conſiſtent with intire ſubmiſſion to the will 
of God ; and 1s allowed to the mourner. - No- 
thing could be more ſubmiſſive in a mere man, 
than that of David: I was dumb, and opened not 

| „ my 
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my mouth, becauſe thou didi it. Dumb to all 
murmuring language, but not to prayer: for 
the very next words are, Remove thy ſtroke far 


hand, Plal. 39. 9, 10. But a greater than David 
is here. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt was the perfect 
pattern of patience; and yet none ever prayed 
more earneſtly than he, that the cup might paſs 
from him; and, being in an agony, he prayed more 
earneſtly, Luke 22. 42. With ſtrong cries and tears, 
when 1n the days of his fleſh, he ſpake the lan- 
guage of fleſh and blood. He prayed earneſtly; 
with ſtrong cries and groans. Importunately ; 
for he prayed three times, as St. Paul beſought 
the Lord thrice; and with great humility, proſ- 
trate upon the ground. And yet this earneſtneſs, 
importunity, and humility, was all conſiſtent with 
that ſubmiſſion: Nevertheleſs, not as I will, but as 
Ibo wilt, Behold the defires of Nature, and the 
| reſignation of Grace! Nature ſays, Let this cup 
paſs : Grace ſays, Let thy will be done. It is no 
rebellion againſt the will of God to deſire that an 
evil may be removed; but when we do inſiſt 
upon it to be removed, in a manner whether God 
will or no: that is, when we rage and ſtorm if 
we have not our will; or take ſinful courſes to 
obtain it. — — 
I am allowed the diligent uſe of all proper 
means, all lawful and appointed means of remoy- 
ing affliction. If I cannot prevent it, I will re- 
move it; If I cannot remove it, I will bear it; if 
I cannot bear it, my next concern is, that —_ 
e under 


away from me: I am conſumed by the blow of thine 
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under it may be rather my calamity than my 
crime, and only prove the occaſion of a freſh act 
of reſignation to the method he chooſes hereby 
of delivering me from all evil. | 


+$+$5+ 55-6546 644 
Seer 
When may our Mourning be efteemed exceſſive aud 


immoderate. 


HEN the loſs of ſome one mercy ſhall 
Y.Y deſtroy the ſenſe and reliſh of thoſe that 
remain, is not that exceſſive? Let him take all, 
ſays Paſſion, ſince he has deprived me of this.” 
But what if God ſhould take us at our word? 
How much more miſerable ſhould we be, than it 
is poſlible for any one loſs to make us? are all 
the mercies that remain worth nothing, becauſe 
this one is taken away 
The comfort of other relations, the accom- 
modations of life, the health of body, the capa- 
cities of mind; a ſhare in the pleaſure of angels, 
in contemplation of delightful truths, and ſenſe 
of the Divine fayour ; the means of grace, an 
intereſt, in Chriſt, the pardon of fin, and the hope 
of glory. Muſt all theſe things be as nothing. 
becauſe the child is dead, or the huſband, or the 
wife is gone before? Is not this enough to pro- 
voke God to go on, and make a full end of all? 
And to ſay in Fs wrath, © Since theſe things are 
not worth owning, they are not worth continu- 
| 3 ; | 40 ing . 
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ing: I will take them away. Go, Death, and 
% kill the huſband that is left, or cut off that 


0 wife, or child, or friend. Go, Sicknels, and 


„ 


When we are ſo taken upwith our oẽn ſorhws, 


as to regard nobody's elſe, we exceed. WU, 


all our. concern for the ſorrows and joys of others, 


and eſpecially of the church of God, are entirely 
twallowed up in our private griefs; this 1s to be 


too much ſhut up within our ownſelves, and con- 
fined within the little circle of our own affairs. 


If a piece of good public news will not make a 
mourner ſmile; if a national deliverance will not 


make him forget to weep, atleaſt for ſome time, 


—— — ⏑—4ä6 rs as, — — —— 


it is a ſign of none of the beſt ſpirit. The public 
may julfiy leave him to his own bitterneſs. Eli's 
family- 
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family-afictions were great, but the public loſs 
broke his heart. 
When our ſorrows utterly unfit us for the du- 
ties of religion and the ſervices of life, for any 
- conſiderable time, then they are exceſſive. You 
were qverſet at firſt. The ſtorm came down upon 
you unprepared ; but do not make it your choice 
to be overwhelmed. God hath taken away that 
- perſon, and you will not pray. Why, is there 
nothing now worth aſking for? Will God ſupply - 
} you with breath for nothing but ſighs and groans ? 
If this blow will not bring you upon your knees, 
he can ſtrike another. It 1 deſperate language to 
ſay, Let him ſtrike; there is nothing now wherein 
he can hurt me. God expects to hear from you 
another way: I any be afflifted, let him pray. God 
knows how it eaſes the mind, and brings in help. 
You cannot meditate. Youcan fit alone for hours 
together, thinking upon a dead creature. Me- 
thinks the living faint in heaven ſhould have a 
little of our heart. Ir ſhould not always dwell in 
a a coffin, and in a grave. Methinks the ever - 
1. g. God is the more ſeaſonable object to turn 


the mind to. The dear one is dead, but the Lord _ 


livetb, and bleſſed be my rock, Plalm 18. 46. 
N Mourner. I can think of nothing elſe. 
An There lies the exceſs of your grief. 
But is he the way to comfort, to turn our back 
upon the Father of mercies, and the God of all 
conſolation ? You will not meet him in the cloſer, 
or in the ſanctuary, becauſe ſuch an one is dead: 
that is, you will not have to do with God, be- 
cauſe you are in a condition wherein you moſt 
need 
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need his aſſiſtance. God requires nothing of you 
impoſſible, or indecent; only let it be ſeen, — | 
thedead creature was not your God, but he that 
lives for ever and ever, 

When our ſorrows make us W of the 
deſign of God in our affliction, and of the leſ- 
ſons we ſhould learn from his providence, then 
are they immoderate. My ſoul is weary of my life, 
ſays Job, chap. 10. f. A0 yet, in his anguiſh, 
he is for inquiring into the cauſe and deſign of 
his troubles. I will- ſay unto God, Do not con- 
denn me: ſhew me weherefore thou comtendef with 
me, verſe 2. to be condemned of God, was what 
he feared more than any affliction; for that in- 
deed would be a much more dreadful thing. 
The way to avoid that condemnation, is to find 
out what God contends with us for; to remove 
it by repentance, and then 1 it wall be POO 44 h 
bis grace. 

Wbeęn we refuſe to be tell it ſhows that 
our grief is ſwelling beyond its boundary, and 
wa to overflow all. As Jacob, when he thought 
his ſon Joſeph was dead: Jacob rent his clothes, and 
refuſed to be comforted, Gen. 37. 34, 35. And ſo did 
another mourner we read of, Lamenlation and bitter 
_ zveeping'; Rachel weefing for her children, refuſed 
to be comforted for her children, becauſe they were 
nor, Jer. 31. 15. If Rachel will refuſe comfort 
from the word of God, and the fuggeſtions of 
friends, ſhe muſt go without it; the muſt mourn 
on, and weep on. To want comfort is an af- 
fliction; but to refuſe it, when offered, is a fin. 
A time may come wherein you would be.glad 
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to have it if you could, or if there were any to 
adminiſter it. The anguiſh of ſpirit may be too 
great to admit it preſently. David was ſo troubled, 
e could not ſpeak : and the Iſraelites in Egypt 
were in ſuch anguiſh, they could not hear the 
comfortable overtures of Moſes. Files ſpas unto 
the children of Ifrael, but they hearkene M 5 
him, for angui irit, and for cruel bondage, 
Exad é my = comfort, on purpoſe 
that grief may {well to the greater height; to 
feed your on with freſh Gel, and ſtr it up 
with aggravati oughts ; this is not the way 
to have our ws ealy or innocent. - 
When nature, grace, and time, ſhall have 
done their part toward the ſettlement of their 
minds, and they have got over it pretty well, ſo 
that the wound ſeems to be CL they ſhall 
teaf it open again, and make it bleed afreſh, by 
the help of certain Mememos, that ſeem to be 
kept on purpole for that cruel ſervice ; a lock 
of hair, a picture, a relick of wearing apparel ; 
or ſuch like memorandum. | 
Mourner. Muſt we then forget our relations 
as ſoon as they are gone? Do you think I ſhall 
ever forget that dear creature? 22 
Anſter. But cannot we remember them with- 
out orgetting God and ourſelves, and ſcandaliz- 
ing our religion? If we loved them fo well, is 
there any danger of forgetting them tao ſoon, that 
we ſhould need art and monitors? Remember 
what was good, to imitate it; what was lovely, to 
. be thankful for it. But as for theſe provocatives 
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of ſorrow, if I cannot view them with patience 
and moderation, I am not to be truſted with 
them. Rachel would have had her ſon's name 
Bennoni, a ſon of ſorrow: Jacob knew that 
would have heen a perpetual reminding him of 
the ſorrowful occaſion of his name, the loſs of 
his beloved Rachel. He calls him Benjamin, a 
ſon of the right hand. In ſuch a world as this, 
the ſorrow we cannot avoid is engügh, if it be 
_ well improved. A Aa 1 

When ſorrow is ſuffered to prey upon health, 
In its degree, or in its continuance, it istas cri- 
minal as miſchievous. A mit hay pine away 
his health and life, as well as them away; 
or deſtroy them by any other extravagance. It 
wears away the ſtrength, and waſtes the vital ſpi- 
rits. Jacob ſaid, that ſorrow would bring down 
his grey hairs to the grave. We knowz by*too 
many inſtances, that ſorrow and trouble will not 
only bring grey hairs to the grave, but green 
ones too. Heuvineſs of ſpirit dries the bones, Prov. 
xvii. 22. It waſtes and conſumes : ſo as to prove 
the truth of that text, in the letter of it, The 
: ſorrow of this world worketh death, 2 Cor. 7. 10. 
Sametimes it kills outright, as effectually as if 
a man were ſhot through. Sometimes more 858. 
dually indeed; but it then does its buſineſs as 
ſurely as a flow poiſon ; for the food ſeldom nou- 
riſhes that is mingled with tears. When the air 
doth not refreſh, nor the faculties of nature per- 
form their functions, then we ſay the heart is 
broke. And this is the language of antiquity, 
as well as among us: wi the royal philoſo- 
1 8 n per, 


I 
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pher, By ſorrow of heart the ſpirit is broken, Prov. 
15. 13. In the bills of mortality, we ſometimes 
find this article, Died of grief. That article 
would be much larger, and oftner inſerted, if 
all who died of grief were to be diſtinguiſhed ; 
but they are put down under the word Con- 
ſumption, or any other diſeaſe, which grief 
brought upon them. | Dn ST FIT 

When our ſpirits are ſoured, and diſguſted 
againſt every thing; when our paſſions are raiſed 
againſt men, and we murmur againſt God ; 
when we give way to hard thoughts or language 
of God, becauſe the Lord hath dealt bitterly with 
16, Ruth 1. 20. then our ſorrows have greatly 
exceeded their bounds. 

A heart without grace will bound and ſwell, 
and rife, as if it would fly in the face of God, 
upon the loſs of ſome beloved and dear delight; 
and a heart with grace can hardly avoid ſome- 
thing like it. An afflicted perſon is ſo apt to 
ſpeak unadviſedly with his lips, that Satan took 
it for granted, that even ſuch a good man as 
Job might be provoked to ſo extravagant a 
thing as to curſe God to his face; or at leaſt he 
knew, that he ſhould take the moſt likely way 
to provoke him to it. 

It was David, the mourner, that /aid n Bis 
haſte, I am cut off from before thine eyes : verily, 
[ have cleanſed my hands in vain. ns 

Itwas Jeremiah, the mourner, whouttered thoſe 
deſponding words, My ftrength and hope are 
periſhed from the Lord. I remember mine affliction 
and my miſery, the wormwood and tbe gall. It 

| was 
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was Jonah, in his affliction, made that fretful re- 
partee, when the Lord ſaid, Doft thou well to be 
angry! And Jonah ſaid, I do well to be angry, 
even to death: If I fret myſelf to death, is there 
not a cauſe ? Or, I will indulge my grief and 
vexation, though it colt my life. Sardly this 1s 
the language of paſſion : ſurely this is to go be- 
yond the allowed bounds. NO pk gs. 35 
_ Wemayexceedinthe continuance of ourgrief. 
It may continue too long, as well as riſe too fich . 
The time for mourning has been limited by all 
wiſe nations; and the wiſeſt people have made it 
the ſhorteſt, The Egyptians, who knew not 
God, mourned ſeventy days for old Iſrael : and 
his ſon Joſeph made a mouruing for his father but 
forty-ſeven days, Gen. 50. 3. For Aaron Iſrael 

mourned thirty days; for Moſes thirty, and for 
Saul ſeven : but it is one thing how long the 
ceremony of mourning may continue, and ano- 
ther thing how long the ſorrow may endure. 
The ceremony may be over when the grief has 
no- end but with the mourner's life, and he 
carries it. with him to the grave. N 


- 
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8. E C T. HII. 


Submiſſion to the Will of God, and Reſignation to 
his Providence, with reſpect to our Thoughts. 
8 HALL I admit a thought reflecting upon 

God and his conduct? Shall my 1gnorance, 
impeach God's knowledge? I do not ſee the 
wiſdom or the goodneſs of this providence! 
No more did Jacob ſee either wiſdom or goodneſs 


in his loſs of Joleph. A rhefe things are againſt 
me, ſays he; and yet, God meant it for good; 


Gen. 50. 20. . 

All theſe things are ordered by God. My 
preſent condition is his appointment. AMictions 
riſe not out of the duſt, though they ſometimes 
haſten us thither ; bu? ont of the mouth of the Lord 
' cometh not good and evil, Lam. F 38. The 

origin of all evil is fin, and the direction of it. 
all is in the hand of God. I form the light, of 
proſperity; I create darkneſs, of affliction; I 
make peace, and I create evil: I the Lord do all 
theſe things, Ila. 45. 7. We are apt to dwell 
upon ſecond cauſes, and overlook the hand of 
God, who, though he cannot be the author of 
fin, he can over-rule the fins of others, ſo as to 
be a correction of our own iniquity, _ 

Shimei's ill-nature and mortal enmity to the 
houſe of David, made him curſe David; but 
David plainly diſcerned there was ſomething more 
E than 
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than Shimei's ill- nature, or attachment to the 
houſe of Saul, when he ſaid, The Lord hath bid 
Shimet curſe David. The Jews by wicked hands 
crucified Chriſt ; who yet ſaid, 17 is the cup which 
my Father hath given me; fhall I not drink it? As 
in a medicinal preſcription, whatever the ingre- 
dients may owe their bitterneſs to, it is the ſkill 
and kindneſs of the phyſician that makes it up. 

'Since theſe things are ordered by God, they 
muſt needs have an end worthy of God to pro- 
pole, and for me to attend to. None of his ar- 
rows are drawn at a venture. He always aims at 
ſomething, which it is worth my while to aim at 
too. He for our profit. We have had fathers of 
our fleſh, which correfted us, and we gave them 
reverence ; ſhall we not much rather be in ſubbjectiou 
unto the Father of ſpirits, and live £ For they verily 
for a few days chaſiened us, after their own plea- 

we and paſhon; but he for our profit, that we 
might be partakers of his holineſs, Heb. 12. 9, 10. 
Fo make us humble and holy ; to improve the 
graces of his Spirit in us; to purge out our cor- 
ruptions, and to mortify more the body of fin ; 
to wean us from this world, that we may love 
it leſs, and leave it with more caſe ; to prepare 
us for another world, and diipole us more to go 
thither. 

This is the voice of the rod; theſe the ends 
of him who hath appointed it. And when theſe 
ends are attained, ſomething more conſiderable 
is gained than what you have Ic{t. : 


Monrner , 
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Aourner. It is hard for me to think ſo when 
under the pangs of ſorrow. It enters deep, and 
wourids me ſore. How can J ever ſay with David, 
Al the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto 
fuch as keep his covenant and teftimony © What, all 

the paths of the Lord? The rough, and the thorny, 
and the difficult; where there ſeems to be nothin 
but ſeverity ? Friends and drar relations dead; 
eſtate ſunk; health impaired; ſtrength decay- 
ing? difficulties increaſing on every fide? Oh! he 
has touched me in a tender part! It is the apple 
of mine eye that the thorn is gone into. What 
have the promiſes produced to me? Might he not 
have taken a method that ſhould have looked 
more like mercy and truth ? 
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Anſwer, Can infinite wiſdom be miſtaken? 
Can intinite Soodnets be cruei? Can infinite 
truth be falſe? Allow him that knows the end 
from the beginning, to know better what ts good 
for you, than you do for yourſelf; and to know 
how to come to his end the beſt way. Since he 
does not willingly grieve nor affliet the children of 
men; and ſince it is only, if need be, that we are 
in heavineſs; what is it but mercy and truth 
that can make him do a thing unwillingly, and 
does 1t only if need be ? Would it be mercy. or 
truth to humour you in omitting, what muſt. 
needs be! You will allow him to judge of the ne- 
ceſſity of it too, for the ſame reaſon: and then, 
you will ſee reaſon to conclude with the royal 
mourner, I know, O Lord, that thy Nan 
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are right ; and that in very faithfulneſs thou haſt 
affuftted me, Plalm 119. 75. Eſpecially when 
you conſider, 1n the next place, 
That he will make this, and all other trials, 
work together for good. This 1s the general pro- 
miſe: Mie know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, Rom. 8. 28. We 
know it is ſo in fact, but we know not how. 
Indeed that knowledge is no buſineſs of ours; 
that part we leave to God. To believe the truth 
of it, to take the comfort of it, and to wait the 
iſſue of it; that is our part. Look upon every 
trouble through the Scripture: let God take 
what compaſs he pleaſe, it will come to this at 
laſt. How contrary ſoever to my liking things 
are at preſent, they will at length be juſt as I 
would have them. Only let me remember 
three or four things: | | 


1. Let me take care to be a qualified object of 
this promiſe. It is 20 7hem that love God, to them 
that are the called or converted, according to his 
furpoſe, that this promiſe is made, that a// 


things ſhall work together for good. 


. 
2. Let me take care to be right in my notion 


f good. If I have no notion of good, but 


what relates to the body, to the mouth, or the 
pocket, to eating and drinking, and other out- 
ward enjoyments; I may never think this pro- 
miſe fulfilled. But if I think that to be good, 
which is good for the ſoul ; and that to be good, 

which is good for eternity; the promiſe is as ſure 


aa 
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as it is rich, gracious, and e And 
when the good things of this life are really good 


for us, they are na wary included in the promiſe, 
and may be expected from it. 


3. Whether outward enjoyments are good for 
us, or no, we muſt leave him to judge who made 
the promiſe: and all the reaſon in the world he 
| ſhould, whoſe goodneſs made it; whole wiſdom 

and power muſt make it good. They who are 
the objects of this promife, who love God, will 
let him judge for them in this caſe. What a foul 
muſt that be that can ſay, I will have the out- 
ward enjoy ments of this life, whether they be 
„good for me or not; and whether God judge 
them good for me or not?“ Does this look 
like one who is the object of that promiſe ? One 
who loves God, and 1s called according to his 


Purpoſe f 


4. We muft wait God's time, and expect the 
accompliihment of this promiſe only in his way. 
He that believes, makes not haſte ; nor ſays, with 
impatience, Hy ſhould we wait on the Lord any 
longer! Nor by taking unlawful ways; leſt we 
forteit our ſhare in this promiſe by any ſuch 
miſbehaviour. TR. | 1 

To quarrel with providence, is to charge God 
fooliſhly. It is as much as to ſay, that God go- 
verns the reſt of the world well enough, but not 
in cus particular. He orders all affairs well but 
mine. When others die, and other huſbands. 
mour the beloved, the ſuitable, and the amiable 

E 3 creature 
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creature gone; or when other widows weep in 
ſecret, and are left alone; then the leſſon is, ALL 


MUST DIE: and ſubmiſſion was preached up, 


as wiſdom, our beſt wiſdom, as well as duty. 


Behold, thou haſt inſtructed many, but now it comes 


upon thee, and thou fainteſt ; it toucheth thee, aud 


thou art troubled, Job 4.3. 5. It touches thee to 
the quick: and you find the leſſons you taught 
to others, not ſo eaſy to learn yourſelf. 

Shall the commander of an army be allowed 
to place his men according as he knows to be beſt 
for the ſervice, whether the common ſoldier 
knows it or not? he aſſigns their poſt ; he draws 
them out, and gives command. They form 


themſelves in the face of danger; they march 


to the mouth of a cannon, or mount a breach, 
though ever ſo dreadful, aud all for bread and 
clothes! A ſubmiſſion with which we hardly 
honour the Captain of our ſalvation, though it 
be for eternal life. 


SSOSEDODOGOSS SSD SDSDS 


er. N. 


Of Submiſſion to the Mill of God, as it regards the 
Frame of our Spirit, and Temper of our Minds. 


T HOPE I have learned ſomething of this ſub. 
1 miſſion, ſince Iam come to the following re- 
ſolves; in which, I apprehend, it does in a great 
meaſure conſiſt. | 


Niebel 
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| Reſolved and agreed, that God's will ought to 
determine mine, and not mine pretend to deter- 
mine the will of God. The queſtion is pur, 
Whoſe will ſhall be done? That. petition in the 
Lord's Prayer, was made for this very caſe and 
ſeaſon ; Thy will be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven. I ſhould be aſhamed to ſay otherwiſe ; 
but actions have a language as well as words. 


I ſhould have been aſhamed to have ſaid, in 


words at length, Lord, my will ſhall determine. 
thine, and govern thine. I will have no will ſupe- 


rior to my own: but my actions have ſaid as much; 


when by my murmurs, rebellious thoughts, 
ſinful courſes, and deſperate uneaſineſs, I have 


behaved ſo contrary to the duty of a ſubject, 


and the relation of a child. Lord, forgive 
what is paſt! And now, Behold, here I am] Let 
the Lord do to me what ſeemeth good unto him, 
2 Sam. 10. 12. Father! not as I will, but as 
thou wilt, Luke 22. 42 = 
Again: reſolved and agreed, that it is part of 
my buſineſs, in this world, to endure what I can- 
not innocently avoid. What can be avoided, we 
may, and ought to avoid: fince no affiiftion for 
the preſent is joyous, hut grievous : but what can- 


not be avoided by lawful means, as the mark 


of being the will of God, that J ſhould endure, 
And, no man ſhould be moved by theſe affliftions ; 


for you yourſekves know that we are appointed there- 


unto, 1 Theff. 3. 3. How do I know what I am 
appointed to, but by being unable to avoid it 
without fin, which is a worſe evil than ſuffering, 

and 
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Faint not: 
our inward man is renewed day vy day, 2 Cor. 


56 The MouRNER Sea. IV. 


and comes in the room of a great excellence, 


namely, a ſubmiſſive ſpirit. 

. Farther : refolved and agreed, that I will ne1- 
ther deſpiſe the chaſtening of the Lord, nor faint 
when I am rebuked, Heb. xu. 5. To er 


which, I fly to the aſſiſtance of his grace. 1 


conſider, that it is one evidence of true . to 
be willing to bear the will of God, as well as 
to do it. I call to mind the promiſes i in this be- 
half made and provided. I look to the recom- 
pence of reward; and / endure, as ſeeing him that 
is inuiſible. I look to chat particular bleſſing 
promiſed to him that endures in a right man- 
ner. Bleſſed is the man who endureth temptation ; 


for when he is tried, he ſhall receive the crown of 


righteouſneſs, James 1. 12. For which cauſe we 
for though our outward man periſh, 


4. 16. 
Moreover : reſolved and agreed, that I hum- 


ble myſelf under the mighty hand of God. 7 


am vile; what ſhall I a t thee © I will lay my 
hand upon my mouth. Once have I ſpoke, but I 
will not anſever : yea, twice, but I will proceed 10 


farther, Job 40. 5. that is to ſay, 1 have not 


a word more to ſay ; neither againſt thee, nor 
for myſelf. I have {aid too much already, 
and rho unadviledly toith my lips, in d. fend- 
« ing myſelf, and arraigning thy providence : 

« I will proceed no farther in ſuch challenges. 
« Forgive what is paſt, and aſſiſt me for the 


1 time tO come.“ 


God 
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God delights to humble thoſe who will not 
humble themſelves, and to exalt thoſe that do 
Humble yourſelves, therefore, under the mighty hand 
of God ; that he may exalt yon in due time, 1 Pet. 


5. 6. 


Mouryer. My ſorrows are great, but ſo is my 
guilt. Things are very bad with me, but they 
might have been worſe : and they will be better, 
if I can bchave {o well under this trouble as to 


gain his pity and his favour. He has taken 


away, but he firſt gave. - | 
| _ God takes great notice of ſuch a frame of 

ſpirit, and has a thouſand ways to reward 1t 
Becauſe thine heart was tender, and thou didit 
humble thyſelf, the evil ſhall not be in thy day, 
2 Kings 22. 19. Heaven will make amends for 
all ſorrows and ſufferings. Submiſſion is the 
way to heaven; and hes conſiderations are the 


way to ſubmiſſion. 


SSS$S$S$HSH0SDSHDSSDS 
-S E CF. V. 
Of Submiſſion, as it reſpects our Behaviour and 


Carriage. 


IRIEF is ſometimes outrageous, and ſome- 


times ſullen. It will often fay any thing 


that comes next, without grace or decency ; as 


well as ſometimes ſay nothing at all. Job ſat ſeven 
days 


as r 
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days and ſeven nights filent, aud none ſpake a ' 


word to him; for they ſaw that his grief was 
great: and when he did ſpeak, he curſed the day 
of his birth. David acted a better part, when he 
got up, anointed, waſhed, aud eat, after the death 
of his child. There is a way of ſaying, Thy wwi/l 
be done, by the behaviour or geſture; with the 
eyes and hands, as well as with the tongue. 
Submiſſion isagrace that reaches tothe behaviour, 
the features, and the outward poſtures of body 
The natural poſtures of grief have. no offence 
in them; but there are unnatural diſtortions of 
rage and deſpair. I have ſeen ſome lift up their 
eyes and hands to heaven as if they threatened, 
rather than ſupplicated the Almighty; and 
heard them fay ſuch words as only ſerved to 
provoke their own forrow, and God's anger. 

How much better is it to caſt our preſent bur- 


ben and future cares upon God, in a beheving 


dependance upon his promiſes and goodnels ? 
Treaſure them up in your mind, for a ſure re- 
courſe upon thoſe trials you are moſt liable to. 
Lay up his word in thy heart, Job 22. 22. Thy 
word have I hid in my heart, that I might not ſin 
againſt thee. Let the widow and the fatherleſs 
remember, that he has promiſed to be a Father zo 


the fatherleſß, and a judge of the widow. Thou art 


' the helper of the fatherleſs, Pſalm 68. 5. In thee 
the fatherleſs find mercy, Hol. 14. 3. The Lord 
preſerveth the ſtranger. He relieveth the fatherleſs 
and the widow ; but the way of the wicked he 
turneth upfide down, Pſal. 146. 9. Leave thy fa- 
therleſs children, I will preſerve them alive: and 
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let their widows truſt in me, Jer. 49. 11. The 
oor committeth his cauſe to thee: thou art the 
helper of the fatherleſs; a Father of the fatherleſs, 
and a judge of the widow in his holy habitation. 
Let the childleſs remember what God ſays, That 
if fuch do chooſe the things that pleaſe me, and take 
hold of my covenant, even unto them will I give 
within my houſe, and within my wa#lls, a place 
and a name better than of ſons and daughters : 
1 will give them an everlaſting name, that ſball not 
be cut off, Tia. 56. 4, 5. Let the friendleis and 
helpleſs remember, that God has promiſed to de- 
liver the needy when he crieth; the poor alſo, and 
him that hath no helper, Plal. 72.12. When 
lover and friend, when father and mother forjake 
me, then the Lord will take me up, Pſal. 26. 10. 
Lord remember theſe words, wherein thou haſt 
cauſed me to hope. Promiſes were made on pur- 
poſe for God to fulfil, and for us to truſt in: and 
he that by faith humbly depends upon them, 
takes the belt way to have theſe, or ſome others, 
fulfilled to his ſeaſonable comfort and relief 
Be careful for nothing ; but in every thing by prayer, 
and ſupplication, with thankſgiving, let your re- 
queſts be made known unto God, Phil. 4. 6. Doth 
not prayer and ſupplication ſignify a carefulneſs 
for ſomething ? namely, that which I pray, and 
ſupplicate for? Doubtleſs, a care of the right 
fort, a care of the wears, which is our part; 
ſuch as pray r, ſuppl cation and diligence ; and 
which C iſcharges us fi om the burden e care of 
the end, which is Ccd's part. It caſes us from 
: all 
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| all diſtracting care about the ue. It relieves our 
anxiety for God's part, and our own alſo; which 
is too much for any man alive, to have two ſuch 
cares upon him at once, the care of the means, 
with their diligent uſe, and the care of the end 
alſo: that is, to have God's care upon us, and 
our own too. One of theſe cares muſt be left to 
God. To caſt upon God the care of the means, 
and to ſay, I will not pray, I will not uſe iny en- 
deavours, is careleſſneſs and preſumption; neither 
of which are Chriſtian graces. To take upon us 
the care of the iſſue and event, is diſtracting 
anxiety, and is the carefulneſs here forbidden, as 
invading God's province. Duty is mine, ſo far as 
that, T am to care about the end. Event is God's, 
and that not being in my power, is no object of 
my care, though it be of concern and expecta- 
tion. Ir ſeems equaliy criminal and fooliſh to 
neglect our own power, or to invade God's. | 


MMourner. What if there be no means? I ſee 
no way! 


| Anſwer. Then we muſt fand fill, and ſee the 
ſalvation of God. 


Mourner. What if. there be no ſalvation ? 


Anſwer. Why, then, I ſay, though he ſlay me, 
| yet will I truſt in him, Job 13. 15. I am not bet- 
| ter than my fathers: let me die. When 1t 1s 
3 come to that, we muſt do as they did in Acts 21. 
14. And when he would no! be perſuaded, we ceaſed, 
ſaying, The Twill of the Lord be done. Good men 

3 have 
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have periſhed indeed from the earth; but it is 
only Fm the earth. They die from hence into 
immortality. They are gone, but not loſt. Some 
ſalvation will always be ready to crown their faith 
and patience, and expoſe the angry impropriety 
of your queſtion, What if there be no ſatvation ? 
Good men may be afflicted, but cannot be miſe- 


rable. It Dives ſhuts his door againft Lazarus, 


Abraham's boſom is open. Say wnto the 7igh- 
teous, it ſhall be well with them, in this or the 
other world, or in both. | | 
Let us ſuit ourſelves to our condition. Let our 
minds agree with our ſtation ; our appetites and 
deſires to our circumſtances. This is another 
part of our ſubmiſſion as to our behaviour. The 
blow that we feel, ſhould kill curioſity, vanity, 
luſt, and pride. If we will never poſſeſs our fouls 
in patience, but when they are humoured, they 


will ſooner be undone than fatished. He who en- 


larges his deſires, makes the duty of ſubmiſſion 
ſo much the more difficult; for he has fo man 
more cravings to provide for, and to be diſap- 
pointed in, 1 

Nor ſhould we aim only at the decency of a 
mere patient behaviour, but ſhould endeavour at 


ſome degree of cheerfulneſs, for the honour of 


God, and the ornament of religion. Let m: 
ſhow what my religion can d in ſuch a caſe, 
and of what uſe its principles are, towards the 
comfort, as well as ſupport, of a ſorrowful mind. 

I read of ſome that could rejoicè in tribulation ; 
why ſhould not 1? If 2 not yet able, I wil! 
| "Hs as 
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try to learn that leſſon, hard as it appears to me 
at preſent. It is no mark of the Divine favour 
to eſcape all troubles. Behold, theſe are the un- 
godly, who proſper in the world, and increaje in 
riches : they are not m trouble as other men, 
Pal. 73. 12. But Lam ſure of this, that to bear 
the hand of God, and reſign to it, becauſe i“ ig 
the Lord, this is a mark of his favour and love. 
This grace beſtowed is a greater gift than any 
thing he has taken away ; a greater gain than 
any thing I have loſt in my de parted comforts, 
or diſappointed hopes. Common mercies ure no 
proofs of ſpecial favour; but the grace that 
teaches us to joy in tribulation, and 0 ſay, Not 
my tei, Fit thine be done, comes to us with that 

: ddreſs, Hail thou that art highly favoured of the 
Lord; and with that prix lege che apoſtle peaks 
of, As forrowful, yet a/wavs rejoicing, 2 Cor. C. .0. 
ſorrow ful in appearance, but always : ejoicing in 
reality; becauſe in ſuch a caſe there will always 
le to ſuch a one more cauſe of joy than ſorrow. 
Therefore 1 take pleaſure in infirmity, in refroaches, 
in necfty, perfection, and diſtreſs, for the jake 
of Chit. Maſt gledly, therefore, will I rather er 
in my infirmity, that the power of Chriſt na, reft 
pon me, 2 Cor. 12. 9, 10. Thowgh the hg ite 
ſhould not blogem, acither ſhall fruit be inthe , 
the Inbo:r of the olive ſhall Vall, aud the 725 ids 
ſh li iel] wo eat; ihe "bi hal! be cut off Fat, 
the juld, and there fi H no herd inthe ſiall; 

Wi 1 rejoive in the L rd 1 wi: joy it the God 
my fan vation, Hab. z. 17 18. Whcn:e had il te 
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men this ſecret ? Cannot J have it at the ſame 
place? I come to the throne of grace, for 
this grace and mercy to help in this time of 
need ; that I may lay all at his feet, and bring 
every high thought to the obedience of faith, 
and every tumultuous thought into a calm iub- 
miſſion to the will of God; and with cheartul- 
neſs proclaim: to all, that I am pleaſed with my 


governor, however irkſom to fleſh and blood 
> this correction may be. 


SSSOOSSSSSSSSSSSSHS 


SK e T. Vi. 


The Impediments that hind:r this ſo reafenatle 6 
Duty, and ſo lovely a Frame of Soul, in a 
Time of Sorrow. | * 


N evil heart of nibelie, in whatever de- 
gree it be, does in the fame degree leſſen 

the influence that inviſible things ought to 
have upon me. If I indeed believe that life 
and immortality are brought to light by the 
goſpel, I ſhall not behave as one who thinks 
there 1s nothing in the caſe but death and 
parting. The eye that is kept on the future 
world, will not always weep: Let not your hearts 
be tr-ubled « ye believe in God, John 14. 1. Is 
beheving then an antidote a ainſt trouble of 
| F 2 „ 
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heart? Where there is no faith, there is no 
ſubmiſſion ; where there is a weak faith, there 
is but a weak ſubmiſſion. We may expect that 
de will fay to us, Be it unto yon according to 
your faith, We are not likely to endure well, 
without /eeing him that is inviſible. And then 
our ſubmiſſion will be in proportion to what we 
diſcern in God by faith, and what we expect 
from him by hope. If ye will not believe, ye 
ſhall uot be, eſtabliſbed; neither in grace nor in 
comfort: dut to him that believeth, all things 
are poſſible, as it engages his help, to whom 
all things are eaſy. As all the pulſes in the moſt 
diſtant veins of the body depend upon that 
of the heart, ſo it is with the movements of the 
foul: As a man's heart is, ſo is he; whether it be 
a heart of faith and patience, or an evil heart 
of unveltef. 12 

Unbelief ſays, God's hand is ſhortened that 
he cannot ſave, or his goodneſs leſſened that he 
will not; and this indiſpoſes us to put ourſelves 
under his protection. Unbelief fays, that his 
bowels are cloſed up; and why then ſhould we 
caſt ourſelves upon his mercy? How can a 
man part with beloved relations, who does not 
believe that he ſhall either meet them again, or 
not miſs them ? Why art thou caft down, O my 
foul, and why art thou diſquieted within me 
| tavs David, why ? Whatever was the cauſe, the 
remedy was faith and hope. Hope thou in 
God, for I ſhall yet praiſe him. They who have 
not faith to believe that all things mo 

wor 
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work together for good, muſt needs be a mi- 
ſerable prey to the grief of diſappointments. 
They who cannot hope in God, when their ſoul 
is caſt down and diſquieted, cannot enter into 
this reſt, becauſe of unbelief. Exceſſive mourn- 
ing is mourning as thoſe without hope. 

Self-wwill, or an eagerneſs for our own will, 
is a great hindrance to ſubmiſſion. A man 
who 1s impatient of croſs words or contradig- 
tion, as if born to have always his own will, 
always humoured and pleated, is greatly un- 
prepared for trials, and likely to Es againſt 
God. Pharaoh 1s not the only man whole lan- 
guage has been, /#ho is the Lord, that I ſhould 
obey him ? © I own no throne higher than my 


« own; nor will I receive law from any other, 


„God or man.” The ſame ſays every one 
that diſputes the ſupremacy with God, in con- 
tend*.z whole will thall be done. 
No people have their will lets than thofe who 
are for having 1t always: they draw more 
troubles upon them, and feel them deeper. 
Generally this temper is its own puniſhment to 
a great degree. A root of bitterneſs, from 
which a thouſand vexations ſpring up, that 
would have had no exiſtence, or would have 


been far leſs afflictive to thoſe who make a ſa- 


crifice of their will to the will of God. Take 
away felf-will, and there would be-no fin, 
no hell, no kingdom of Satan. Take awa 
ſelf-will, and you take away a thouſand ſor— 
rows which it only creates to itelf, and which 

are 
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are eſcaped by the yielding will of reſigna- 
tion.“ | | 
Me promiſe ourſelves too much from this 
world, and from all our relations and con- 
ditions in it: and the higher we riſe in our ex- 
pectations and opinions of things, the lower 
we fall in the vexations of diſappointment. Men 
launch into the world in as unaccountable a 
manner as we ſhould think of thoſe ſeamen, 
who, becauſe it is fair weather when they ſet 
fail, make no proviſion for a ſtorm. What con- 
fuſion muſt they be in when the ſtorm comes 
down? We muſt not promiſe ourſelves an ex- 
emption from thoſe troubles that are common 
to all mankind. We muſt not flatter ourſelves 
to attain what we have in proſpect, or hold long 
what we have in poſſeſſion. by 
Great affections make way for great afflic- 
tions, and make ſubmiſſion to Providence the 
harder. The advice of the apoſtle 1s very well 
| fuited to a world, be faſhion or ſcheme of 
which paſſeth away. Thus I ſay, brethren, the 
time is ſhort: it remains, that both they who 
have wives be as though they had none; and they 
that weep the loſs of them, as though they wept 
not; and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced 
not; and they that buy, as they that poſſeſſed not; 


* Ceffet voluntas propria, et not erit Infernus. Civitas 
Diaboli incipit ab amore ſui. BERN. 

IJ God would ftudy a cloſe, quick, and certain away of being 
revenged on a man, he need but open his ſtores, and bid him 


chooſe for himſelf. Mr. S, FoxD, 
4 and 


ũ—xIy Ä — ñ —ʒò —ä6— —— — 


Sect. VI. The MovRxN ER. 67 
and they that uſe this world, as not abuſing it; 
for the faſhion of this world paſſeth away, 1 Cor. 
7, 29-31. Did not I know it was haſtening to 
an end? Why did I ſet my heart upon it, as if 
it was more durable? Why did I make the part- 
ing more afflictive, and the reſignation more 
difficult, by the intemperance of my affection? 
The Jews had a cuſtom, at their weddin 
feaſts, for the married couple to drink in the 
tame glaſs together, and then to break it in 
pieces: teaching them by that emblem, that 
whatever felicity they expected together, their 
lives, upon which it all depended, were frail 
and brittle as glaſs. No ſooner joined, but 
they were warned to prepare for ſeparation.. So, 
in our form of matrimony, the clauſe, UNTTL 
DEATH DO US PART, is a memento to the ſame 
purpoſe. | 
It is as much my duty to pray that I may 
be willing and able to part with any dear com- 
fort of hfe in a right manner, as to: pray for 
its continuance. We are apt to be moſt earneſt 
for their continuance ; as if it was a greater 
thing for God to pleale us, than for us to pleaſe 
God. The grace that ſays, Thy will be done, 
is infinitely more neceſſary to me than any good 
thing God can take away, to try that grace, 
and thow me that I have it. . 
Mourner.— Oh Lord, thou knoweſt how 
e near that perſon lay to my heart; but thou 
« knowelt that thy favour is neareſt ſtill. I 
© would not fear fo much the loſing any thing, 
* as of offending thee. Thou wilt ſurely grant 
=: 1 my 
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* my requeſt in one of theſe two things; either 
⁊ to continue the mercy I enjoy, or help me to 
„ refign it at thy call, in the manner thou ſhalc 
<« approve - and then, whatever loſs there may 
be in ſuch a removal, I am ſure the ſenſe of 
e thine approbation is ſuch a gain as can never 
K coſt me too dear.” 

He that will die well, muſt die daily, and 
practiſe upon the foreſight of it. So he that 
will reſign well, and with a becoming grace, 
mult practiſe upon reſignation, and frequently 
put caſes to himſelf: What if I ſhould re- 
turn home this evening, and find my houſe 
in flames? That fair eſtate, which 1s now to 
ſupply my wants, and ſupport my figure; 
what if it ſhould take wings and fly away 2 
What if the deſire of mine eyes ſhould be 
taken off with a ſtroke? Or I ſhould ſee that 
pretty child lie a dead corps? That which [ 
now lay in my botom, I ſhall not be able to 
bear in my fight? What ſhould I then do? 
How ſhould I behave ? Am I prepared for ſuch 
a caſe? It not, I have the more reaſon to 
think of ic beforehand. It I am prepared for 
it, then I can better bear to think of it now; or 
elſe, how thall I bear the thing itſelf, when by 
refuſiug to think of it at all, I continue to make 
it more intolerable? 
As hard as this practice ſeems to be, it is 
much harder to be ſurprized without ever hav- 
ing thought of the matter, or preparing for 
it. Thou h hard, it is deſigned to make that 
eaſicr, which otherwiſe is One vi the hardeſt 
things 
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887 in the world, and will be ſo always, 
the leſs it is thought of in time. 
Another impediment to refignation, is a 
conceit of our own deſervings. 3 
How can that perſon ſubmit to mean allot- 
ments of Providence, who fancies himſelf de- 
ſerving of the beſt? The uneaſineſs with which 
a man takes a low rank in the world, 1s in pro- 
portion to the opinion of himſelf being 
qualified for higher ſtations. Modeſty and 
humility ſave a deal of trouble here. 1 
have a great deal, for one that deſerves no- 
„ thifg.“ Nay, for one who deſerves mulery ! 
Let the Lord place me where he pleaſes, 
if it be out of hell, I ſhall have reaſon for 
praiſe and thanks, enough to keep out 
murmuring. You cry and ſwell, com- 
plain and repine. I aſk you, Did God owe you 
any thing ? Is he accountable to you? Do 
you deſerve any thing? Who are you? And 
what are you more, or better, than thoſe many 
Who at this time are ſuffering for God, with 
faith and patience, in the want of all things; 
and think they had hardly any thing to aſk 
for, on this fide heaven, if they could but 
quietly ſerve God in the half of that, which can 
hardly make you civil to the Almighty, for want 
of more? To enlarge our deſires is laying our- 
| ſelves open to needleſs vexations, as numerous 
as our needleſs deſires. He whoſe defires are 
an hundred times larger than others, 1s every 


day 


EF. 
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day liable to ſo many hundred times more 
vexations and diſappointments. 1 250 


See 
r. I. 


Help againſt immoderate Grief, from ſome Con- 
frderations with reſpect to God, who taketh 
away. | 


T tis the Lord, 1 Sam. 3.18. This is the 

. anſwer made to the heavy meſſage brought 
by young Samuel to old Eli. I will do a thing 
iu Iſrael, ſays God, at which both the ears of 
every one that hears it ſhall tingle : that he would 
cut off all his family, and his Father's houſe. 
Thou ſhalt ſee an enemy in thine habitation ; and 
there ſhall not be an old man in thine houſe for ever: 
Or, the man of thine, whom I ſhall not 
cut off from mine altar, ſhall be to conſume thing 
eyes, and to grieve thine heart: and all the 
increaſe of thy houſe ſhall die in the flower of 
their age, and thy two ſons ſhall both die in one 
day, 1 Sam. 2. 31—34. Here is the death of 
children in the flower of their age; poverty 
extreme; extinction of his family, and till 
then, the branches of it ſhould only live to 
plague the parent: a dreadſul threatening ! 
But he anſwers, I is the Lord ! | 
His abſolute propriety in us, and all that we 
have, is unanſwerable. The earth is the * 

| anc 
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and the fulneſs thereof. The product, the in- 

habitants, the furniture of all worlds are his. 

Shall he not 4 what he will with his own ? If 

* myſelf am his property, every thing I have 
be ſo too. 

Bf abſolute ſovereignty, over all things, is 
uncontroulable. Behold, he taketh away, and 
who can hinder him Job g. 12. He doth what- 
ſoever he pleuſes in the army of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth. 

His tranſcendent majeſty and excellency are 
not to be diſpute l. SHall not his exce/lency 
make thee afraid to murmur again/t him, and to 
find fault with his ways; aud his dr ad fall 
upon thee ? Job 12. 11. 

He that fits on the throne of the univerſe, 
who ſhakes heaven and earth with his voice; 
who hath power to lodge a heaven or hell in 
thy breaſt, by his ſmiles or frowns, according 
as he pleaſes to reward thy ſubmiſſion, or puntth _ 
thy dilcontent ; who can employ legions of 
angels to be thy guard, or devils to be thy 
rormentors ; he tlrat can filence thy murmurs 
with thunder, or ſtop thy inſolent breath with 
fire and brimſtone, and horrible tempeſt ; 
Hall not his  excellency make thee afraid? He 
who dwells in light that - is unapproachable, 
before whom angels veil their faces; ſhall I 
hiſt up my bold front :giinſt this God, and 
charge that brightneſs Wehn; pot, that wil- 
dom with folly, and tl at juſtice of his with 
an 7 4 

His 
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His infinite peſfections, what language do 
they ſpeak ? He 15 infinitely wiſe, and cannot err: 
infinitely powerful, and cannot be refiſted : 
infinitely boly, and cannot behold iniquity 
without abhorrence : infinitely good, and can 
do no evil; likewiſe true, and cannot falcify 
his word. If it were poflible to take the uni- 
verſal management out of his hands into your 
own, it would be the beſt way to replace it in 
the hand of God again. It is he to whoſe will 
all the world beſide complies, why ſhould not I? 
And when I read that Chriſt himſelf ſaid, I am 
come to do thy will, O Cod; and, Father, not as 
T will, but as thou wwilt ; who am 1, that I ſhould 

pretend to ſpeak any other language ? | 
Conſider the relation in which he ſtands to us. 
My will he made; ſhall he not give laws to 
his own creature? Did he make this hand to 
ſtrike at himſelf ? This breath, this tongue, to 
ſpeak againſt him; and this will to rebel againſt 
himſelf? As I am a dependent creature, 7 him 
I live, and move, and have my being. As I am 
an expectant creature, is it the way to obtain 
my will of him, to deny the homage of my 
will 20 him? As I am a finful creature, have 
not I enough guilt upon me already ? Should I 
ſwell the account, and increaſe my mitery ? As 
I am an accountable creature, he is my judge; 
as I am a recoverable creature, he is my Savi- 
our : and am I angry with any of his methods 
toward making all theſe ideas concur to my 
ſalvation ? To be redeemed from the tyranny of 
| my 
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my own will, and fancy, and appetite, is no 
ſmall part of the redemption by Jeſus Chriſt. 
Did he give himſelf up to death for us; and 
ſhall I think it too much to give my will up to 
his? Shall the redeemed from thraldom dif- 
pute the orders of the Redeemer ? Shall ſer- 
vants diſpute the will of their maſter? and 
ſubje&s ſay to ſuch a king, What doeft thou? 
Are we his friends upon any other terms 
than doing whatſoever he commands us! And if, 
as children, we go to him as our Father who 
is in heaven, muſt we not add, Thy will 
be done? | 5 
Whether we ſubmit to his will or no, his 
will Hall be done. His counſel fhall ſtand, and 
he ill do all bis pleaſure. You may as well 
ſubmit by grace, and have the comfort of ſo 
doing, as be forced to it without grace, and 
without comfort, whether you will or no. If 
it be an act of homage, your ſubmiſſion has 
a reward; but if it be merely becauſe you can- 
not help it, you have only ſorrow tor your 
pains. What does all my fretting amount to ? 
Will it change the courſe of Providence, and 
allay griefs ? „ 
Conſider how much God might have taken 
away beſides: he might have left me no one 
comfort: he might have taken away all, as 
well as a part. He might have given up my 
ſoul to terror, my body to diſeaſe, and my 
affairs to confuſion an 1 calamity. 
It is by his providence that all things are con- 
duced; the moſt * moſt trivial. * 
A a 
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the moſt caſual, Prov. 16. 33. and a ſparrow 
falling to the ground, or a hair, the moſt tri- 
vial things. 

If there was no providence, we ſhould want 
one of the beſt antidotes againſt the fear of 
what 1s to come, and the ſorrow for what 1s 
paſt; for, as biſhop Patrick obſerves, all the 
care would then lie apon ourſelves, and be too 
much for us. But when we think of infinite 
wiſdom and power governing all things, one 
need not be at a phght, as ji we and chance 


were to govern the world. Scone have ſatis— 


fed themſelves with the thought, that it is in 
vain to be troubled, ſince things muſt be as 
they will be; but this is cold comfort, to be 
content on mere neceſſity, though it is the 
main of what the heathen comforters afforded. 
Thanks be to God, we have ſomething better. 
That the world 1s not governed merely by the 
will of God, but alto by his wiſdom and 
goodneſs. And he diſpoſes of all things, not 
only as abſolute Lord, that we may be ſenſible 
of his pewer, but as a loving Father, that we 
ſhould be ſenſible of his goodnels. It is a diſ- 
truſt of God to be over-troubled at what 1s to 
come: it is impatience to fret at what is pre- 
ſerſt, and ange againſt him to be over-con- 
cerned about what 1s paſt. This frame of 
{pirit finds fault with his wiſdon:, and blames 
his goodneſs; deprefles his power, and repre- 
hends his, faithfulneſs in the diſpoſal of things; 


and therefore it is a ſinſul frame, and ſpeedily 


to be amen ded. 
„ The 
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The wiſe and great ends he is advancing to 
his own glory, and my good, 1s another con- 
ſideration. God hath as much right to uſe me 
to the purpoſes of his own glory, whether per- 
ceived by me or not, as I have to the ule of 
any inſtrument in my houſe, or of any ſervant, 
without REG him with my purpoles 
Thus, in the cates of Abraham, Joſeph, and Job: 
had they not been uſed by God much other- 
wiſe than their natural will inclined them to 
chooſe, we had loſt the benefit of the fineſt 
inſtances of ſubmiſſion in the world. * O Lord! 
we are thy clay, and thou the poiter. We are 
all the work of thy hands, Ita. 64. 8. Cannot 
I da with you as the potter, ſaith the Lord? 
Behold, as the (lay is in the potter's hand, 5 
are ye in my hand, Jer. 18. 6. 

Whatever you loſe or part with, you cannot 
be miterable while you have this Lord to be 
your God and portion! the God who made the 
creatures we are fo fond of, and gave them all 
that lovelineſs which made us to nd of them; 
and has in himſelf all that which he gave, and 
infinitely more. How does it ſound to ſay, 
_« I am undone, for I have nothing but God 
left?“ Surely God can ſupply the room of 
any departed creature, though the whole world 
cannot fill up the room of a departed God. 
To loſe a creature, and find a God, has been 


* 7 /ee God will have all my heart, and he hail have it, 
was a fine reflection made by a lady, when news was 
brought of two children drowned, - whom ſhe loved very 
much, N 
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an happy exchange to ſome, whoſe loſſes have 
brought them to know God and themſelves, 
to much better purpoſe than ever. 

He that takes away, will give more grace in 
time of need; and of his ftrength to bear any 
burden, however diſproportioned to our own. 
He giveth more grace, and more ſtill, as the 
caſe requires: For God tis faithful, oho will 
not ſuffer us to be tempted above what we are able, 
but with the temptation will alſo find a way to 
eſcape, that we may be able to bear it. Eſcape by 
bearing, though not from bearing. He 1s ſup- 
poſed to eſcape well, who is made ab/e to bear. 
„Submiſſion to his will, is one of the beſt 
ways of glorifying God, and the moſt accepta- 
ble ſacrifice we can make. It ſuppoſes you 
will diſpute nothing with him, after having 
ſurrendered your own will to the will of God. 
Martyrdom itſelf is but the conſequence of that 
diſpoſition, and will be ſure to follow, when _ 
God calls this grace to act its part that way. 
The ſame grace that enables us to ſuffer from 
him, will help us to ſuffer for him. 

To ſacrifice a will to God, is that reaſonable 
ſervice, and living ſacrifice, which is holy and ac- 
ceptable: as much beyond the ſacrificgs of Aaron, 
as the ſoul and ſpirit of an obedient Chriſtian 
are beyond the dead carcaſe of a beaſt. Turn 
mountains into altars, and offer upon thoſe 
altars the cattle of a thouſand hills : pour out 
ten thouſand rivers of oil for a drink- 
offering, it would never be accepted MR 

| 1 that 
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that demand, My ſon, give me thine heart, aud 
let thine eyes obſerve my ways &. 

Without this ſurrender of ſoul, he calls all 
the outward practices of religion but flaltery 
_ with the lips: and with very good reaſon ; for 
men count themſelves flattered, when our be- 
haviour is not at all agreeable to the fine things 
we ſay to them. So are we accounted to flatter 
God, when we aſcribe to him thoſe perfections, 
and give him thoſe titles, which, when 1t comes 
to the point of trial, we ſeem to unſay again. 
We call him the Moſt: High God, but by and 
by ſomething elſe appears higher in our eſteem 
and regard: that huſband, that child, that 
wite, or that eſtate, or honour. We call him 
Moſt Glorious, and yet glory more in ſome- 
thing elſe. You may compliment him with the 
title of faithful and true; but while he ſees 
that you will not truſt him in the way of your 
duty, that you will not take his word in a 
promiſe, for a work of piety to God, or cha- 
rity to man, he counts himſelf flattered. It 
you call him Lord, Lord, and yet do not the 
things that he ſays; if you. call him your God 
and portion, and yet, upon the taking away of 
what was apparently more dear to you, your 
outrage of complaint ſpeaks that language; 


* The Chaldee Paraphraſe upon Pſal. 50; 23. Whoſo 
offereth praiſe, glorifieth God: and to him that orders his 
converſation aright will J ſhew-the ſalvation of God; 16, 
«©. Whoſo ſubdues and Meſtroys the principle of inordinate 
& affection, it ſhall be accounted to him for a ſacrifice of 


“ praiſe.” | 
G 3 Te: 
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Ye have taken away my gods, and what habe 1 
more? However it may appear to men, what 
God thinks of it all, he has told you in thoſe 
words; They remembered that God was their 
Rock, and the high God, their Redeemer : never- 
theleſs, they did flatter him with their mouth, and 
. they lied unto him with their tongues, Pſalm 78. 
35, 36. He ſaw it to be all flattery and lies. 

Do you ſee, ſays God, how that perſon be- 
haves in the offices of devotion ? Can any body 
be more aſſiduous in reading, prayer, hearing, 
and facraments? You ſhall now ſee what all 
this is good for, and of how little worth. God 
puts forth his hand accordingly, and takes away 
the delight of his eyes with a ſtroke ; when 
preſently, the God that he ſeemed to adore with 
ſo-much reſignation can hardly have a good 
word, or a good thought; can hardly be al- 
lowed to be wife, or good and juſt, or any 
thing but a very ſevere and hard maſter. He 
not only mourns, but he pines, and conſumes; 
he rages againſt me; I and my heaven now 
are cyphers, in compariſon of the creature 
that I have done no harm to, but only re- 
moved, for purpoſes he himſelf will rejoice at 
when he comes to know them. | 

In ſhort, this ſubmiſſion is the ſum and ſub- 
ſtance of religion, and the beauty of Chriſti- 
anity. Upon entering the ſchool of Chriſt, 
this is the firſt leſſon propoſed to be learned, to 
take up his croſs and follow him: and all that 
we do or ſuffer in religion afterward, is either 
hs PEI | expreſſive 
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expreffive of this, or inſtrumental towards it. 
If we pray, it is that his 2%/% be done on earth, 
as it is in heaven. If we read, it is that we 
may know what is the good, and acceptable, and 
perfect will of God; to learn moderation in 
proſperous joy, calmneſs in troubles, com- 
poſure of mind, with a decent vent of ſorrow 
in every diſtreſs. | 


— 
SECT. VIII. 


Help againſt immoderate Grief, with reſpect ro 
| the Perſons departed. 


He? not God a property in them as well 
as you, prior to yours, and ſuperior ? 
They were his before they were yours; they 
are his now they are no longer yours; by a 
thouſand obligations, ties and relations, 
that ought to take place of all our claims and 
pretenſions. ik 

Should they have been immortal here, anly 
to pleaſe you? to have lived, though weary of 
it; to have ſtaid, though longing to be gone; 


and in miſery, though fit for happineſs? Should 


they be kept in the troubles of life, in the 
pains of ſickneſs, and in the infirmities of age; 
or at beſt, in the inſipid repetition of the ſame 
round of things, only to prevent a vacancy 
in any of your amuſements or delights? 1. 
this thy kindneſs to thy friend! ; 
Some 
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Some parting time muſt come, why not this? 
If the time of parting with them was left to our 
choice, it would greatly increaſe our confuſion. 
They are not extinct and gone out of being. 
Their manner of exiſtence is changed, but the 
exiſtence itſelf is not loſt. They that are fallen 
aſleep in Chrift, are not periſhed ; 1 Cor. 15. 18. 
They are not blotted out of being, nor out of 
life upon our Chriſtian ſcheme. 
The degree of happineſs in their preſent 
ſtate of ſeparation, whatever it 1s, affords a 
comfortable thought. If they are abſent from 
you, and from their own bodies, they are pre- 
ſent with the Lord; which, I ſuppoſe, you will 
allow to be far better. So much better indeed, 
that for the ſake of entering into it, it is worth. 
a good man's whi'e to die at any time, and 
leave any company upon earth, though ever ſo 
pleaſant or good. | 
The ſpirit, that returns to God who gave it, 
is received by God, and welcomed in a man- 
ner ſuitable to the relation and character in 
which it arrives there. Bleſſed are the dend 
that die in the Lord, for they reſt from their la— 
bours. They could have little or no reſt here, 
what with labour and trouble, temptation 
and fin. What a vaſt improvement and know- 
lege muſt a diſincumbered foul make in ſuch 
a ſituation? Now we ſce darkly, as through a 
laſs; but then face to face. It the pleaſure 
15 not ſo complete as after the reſurrection, 
it muſt however be unſpeakable, beyond all: 
LE that. 
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that this world affords. They are ſure of their 
own ſalvation, and of being the heirs of glory. 
And if the pleaſure of aſſurance here be ſo 
tranſporting, as to give ſometimes a joy un- 
ſpeakable and full of glory: while we ſay with 
the apoſtle, we know and have believed the 
love. which God hath towards us; what will it 
be for a ſoul to find itſelf ſafely landed in the 
world of perfection? among ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect; freed from ail imperfec- 
tions, natural and finful; returned to their 
native ſoil, having left that foreign country 
where they were pr/grims and ftrangers, and 
got home to their Father's houle, where there 
are many manſions * In the beſt ſociety and 
company, as well as the beſt place? Review- 
ing paſt dangers and labours? Admiring the 
witdom of God, and his goodneſs, that has 
brought them thither ; and eſpecially the good- 
neſs of that ſtroke we are mourning over here ? 
Their worſhip muſt needs be ſpiritual, who 
are all ſpirit; without wearineſs, failure, or 
interruption. They have glorious ſcenes at 
| preſent before them, and pleaſing expecta- 
tions of great and more glorious things: 


ſuch as the accompliſhing the number of the 


elect, and all that ſhall be ſaved ; the fulfilling 
the great periods of prophecy that remain; 
the downfall of antichriſt; the glorious ap- 
pearance of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; the re- 
ſurrection of the body; the abolition of 
death, and the ſolemn coronation of all the 

con- 
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conquerors through he blood of the Lamb, to 
a kingdom that never can be ſhaken. 

Is this a condition to be lamented with 1n- 
ceſſant tears? Is it for people who are in ſuch 
a caſe as this, that we go up and down in 
black, with downcaſt looks, and weeping 
eyes? What one article of this happincis 
aforeſaid is not worth more than the longeft 
life of pleafure and honour in the world? 
One would think that theſe things only wanted 
to be believed and thought on. Would we 
fetch them back from this condition if we 
could? I am afraid we are ſo telftiſh, that it 
the reſurrection power were lodged in our 
hands for one day, we ſhould immediately 
run to the graves of our dear departed, and 
fetch them back again. To ſtop our ſor— 
rows for a while, we ſhould begin theirs afreſh, 
and bring them back to miſery. They no 
ſooner enter heaven, but they wiſh they had 
been ſooner there. And the next wiſh is, 
that we may be with them too as ſoon as may 
be ; and yet we wiſh a quite contrary way. 

I think of the happy meeting again, which 
all the world ſhall not be able to hinder after 
a few days are paſt. Let us not behave as 
if we were never to meet again. Do not 
mourn as without hope. Our religion teach- 
eth us to believe, that in the ſeparate ſtate: we 
ſhall not be without the ſociety of our depart- 
ed godly relations and friends. The ſeparate 
ſoul of the beggar, Lazarus, is repreſented as 

. in 
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in the company, nay, in the boſom of his 
father Abraham; and the penitent thief was 
romiſed to be with Chriſt in paradiſe. The 
Der of juſt men are not oetfecied in order 
to be an afſembly of mutes: nor is it likely 
they ſhould be ſtrangers to one another, when 
converſation in this imperfect world produces 
acquaintance and ſocial endearment. 

There will indeed be different ranks and 
orders of ſaints; different degrees of reward 
there, as of holineſs here, and conſequently 
of apartments and fituations. But is it not 
the fame in this world? Is every one 1n the 
ſame rank and ſtation ; of the fame charac- 
ter, or title and endowments? And yet we 
know one another, and converle together ; a 
great deal of the beauty and pleaſure of ſo- 
ciety ariſing from this variety, as it will alfo 
there. | 

At the reſurrection you ſhall meet again 
in your glorified bodies, as well as perfect 
ipirits. For, all! that fleep in Jeſus will God 
bring with him; and will change their vile bo— 
dies, and make them like io his own glorious body. 
It was ſotem a natural body; it ſhall be raiſed a 
ſpiritual body, freed from all elementary droſs; 
will feel no pain, can need no food; will ne- 
ver be weary, however exerciſed or employed; 
without any appetites that tend to inordinancy. 
Our bodies then will be immortal. The chil- 
dren of the reſurrection die no more. Incor- 
ruptible; ſown in corruption, it i raiſed in 

incor- 
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incorruption. You will meet them with all 
theſe improvements, and to all theſe degrees 
far more delightful than ever. = 
God will bring them with him as part of 
his glorious train; when Chriſt ſhall be glo- 
riſied in all his ſaints, and admired in all that 
believe; as the trophies of all his conqueſts, 
the veſſels of his grace, the members of his 
body, the ſpouſe of his love, the ſhining 
inſtances of his faithfulneſs and power, the 
aſſeſſors of his court of judgment, and par- 
takers of his glory. 
How joyful will that meeting be? How hap- 
py? How glorious never to part more? You 
were not always together here; but you ſhall 
be always together after that meeting. The 
parting kiſs, the word farewe!/, have no more 
room for ever. This meeting together again, 
is what Chriſt purchaſed: For to this end Chriſt 
died and roſe again, that he might be Lord both 
of the dead and the living, Rom. 14. 9. This 
meeting together again is what the word of 
God has promiſed : For this we ſay unto you, 
by the word of the Lord, that we ſhall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air; and jo ſhall we ever be with © 
--—the-Lord,.-1 heal. 4. 15 : | 
This is what the great God hath promiſed, 
and is very well able to perform. He is able to 
keep you from falling, and to preſent you fault- 
leſs before the preſence of his glory, with exceed- 
ing joy, Jude 24, 25. And hey that ſleep in 


Jeſus, 


Sect. VIII. The Mo URN ER. 85 


Jeſus, will God bring with him, 1 Theſſ. 4. 14. 
The return of Chriſt, and of thoſe who ſleep 
in him, have the ſame grounds of credibility. 
If we believe that Chriſt died and roſe again, 
then if you believe one you may believe the 
other: nay, you muſt and ought to believe 
the other, upon the credit of the ſame evi- 
dence and authority. For if there be no reſur- 
reftion of the dead, then is not Chrift riſen, 
1 Cor. 15. 13. This general meeting is de- 
ſigned for general ſatisfaction. John 14. 20. 
At that day ye ſhall know. God the Father 
will ſee, with ſatisfaction, the work of his 
hands in perfection, made fit to receive the 
communication of his endearments. The 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt wil! ſee the travail of his 
foul, and be ſatisfied in the full accompliſh- 
ment of his deſign, in their complete felicity. 
The Holy Spirit will fee, with ſatisfaction, 
the final ſucceſs of his operations, in our per- 
fect holineſs and happineſs. Angels will be 
pleaſed, to ſee the ſucceſs of their miniſtra- 
tions; and gladly welcome us, the partners of 
their joys. And as to ourielves, what an in- 
expreſſible reciprocation of endearing love, 
and multiphed joy, to find ourſelves all met 
together after our parting forrows ? When all 
things and perſons, any way offenſive, thall 
be gathered out and thrown aſide. No falſe- 
hood, rancour, partiality, miſtake, preju- 
dice, infirmity, paſſion, or pride, ſhall be met 
with there ; not any thing to hinder the hea- 
| Re venly 
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venly pleaſure circulating through every heart, 
and dwelling upon every face and tongue. 
You do not mourn as thoſe in Acts 20. 35. 
Sorrowing becauſe they ſhould ſee his Fe no more. 
Of immoderate grief we may ſay, as Solo- 
mon does of extravagant mirth, What doth it 
What doth it for them who are gone, or for 
you? It may do us much hurt, but it can do 
them no good. It may weaken our bodies, 
and dainage our health; it may ſadden our 
ſpirits, deprive us of the com forts of li'e, 
and indiſpoſe us for the duties of it. And what 
then? What advantage to the departed from 
ſo coſtly a ſacrifice to their memory? Do they 
need your tears, who have for ever taken leave 
of weeping? Could your cries call back the 
departed ſpirit, and awaken the body into 
life; could you water the plant with your 
tears, till it revived, you might weep like a 
cloud, and call nothing exceſſive that was hke- 
ly to prove ſucceſsful. But there are no Elyahs 
now, who may ſtretch themſelves upon the 
child, and bring back the foul. It is more 
reaſonable to conclude with David; Now he 7s 
dead, wwherefore ſhould ] faſi * Can I bring him 
back again? I jhell go to him, but he ſhall not 
return lo me, 2 Sam. 12. 23. 
But if we could, would we have them walk 
over the precipice cence more? Would we have 
them fight the battle over again, run the race 
again, be tempted, fin, and ſuffer again? 
Should they come beck for our n 
| rom 
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from that holy place to this place of ſin? 
from that happy place to this place of trou- 
ble? from joy to ſorrow, from reſt and 
peace to new vexations ? Their ſentiments 
are different, their affections raiſed and en- 
nobled; and as well as they loved you, they 
would not come back to you tor all this world : 
and, as well as you loved them, you cannot, 
it ſeems, with them joy of their new eleva- 
tion and dignity. Should not our godly 
friends be allowed to wear the crown they 
have been fighting for, and the prize for which 


they have been running. 
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Hel) agi inordiia's Sorrow, from ſome 
Conſiderations with regard to ourſelves. 


ELF-LOVE is at the bottom of our 
ſorrow, I have loſt a pleaſure, and an 
advantage. I am mourning over the living 
rather than the dead. If one, every way the 
ſame, would make me. eaſy, the ſorrow is not 
for the departed, but for myſelf who furvive*. 


* Cic do on the los of Scipio. Nihil enim mali acei- 
deſſe Scipioni puto; mihi accidit, fi quid accidit, Suis au- 
tem incommodis graviter ang, on amicum, fed feipium 

amantis eſt. De Amic, hg Ma a 
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No ſtrange thing has befallen me; nothing 
but what is common to men. Tis no more 
ſtrange that a man ſhould die, than that he 
ſhould be born. Am I better than my fathers, 
who are dead and gone? Whom makeft thou 
thyſelf ? Where's the ſenſe and reaſon of pre- 
tending to an exemption from the common 
lot of mankind? Beloved, think it not ftrauge, 
as if fume ftrange thing had happened unto you, 
i Pet. 4. 12. for this 1s no ſtrange thing, that 
a mortal ſhould die. | | 

I come into a family, and ſee one in a cor- 
ner weeping and ſighing; another is fallen up- 
on a couch, unable to hold up the head; 
another is run up to a chamber, hke David, 
to weep and cry out, Oh Abſalom; my fon, my 
ſon. What is the matter? Why, one that 
was born to die, is dead! Was it the firſt child 
or huſband that ever died ? No. Had you 
a patent from Heaven againſt the common 
lot? No. Would you have had God made 
him immortal to pleaſe you ? He teareth him- 
felf in his anger. Shall the rock be removed 
ont of its place for you! Job 18. 4. 

How many mercies and comforts are con- 
tinued to thee, that might alſo have been 
taken away? and how many troubles pre- 
vented, that might have befallen you? You 
have loſt ſome children; it might have been 
all. You have loſt all; it might have been 
your huſband too, or wife, at the ſame 
time. You have loſt huſband, or wife; it 

| might 
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might have been alſo eſtate, and all the means 
of ſubſiſtence. Or ſuppoſe that's gone too; 
you have liberty, health, peace, and friends 
Or ſuppoſe they are alſo gone; you are out of 
hell, and within reach of heaven: which, I. 
will ſay, is a greater thing than any you have 
loſt, or all theſe put together. Pardon of ſin, 
and peace with God, may ſtill be yours. 

Monrner. Theſe, I fear, are not mine. 

Anſwer. Nay, then it is time to mourn over 
ſomething elſe than a dead friend. To mourn 
over a dead ſoul of your own, to mourn over 
a loſt God, to ſorrow for fin ; theſe are infi- 
nitely more to your purpoſe than ſorrowin 
for the dead. And there is at leaſt this room 
to rejoice, that all theſe ſpiritual bleflings may 
be had. You may be pardoned, accepted, 
ſanctified, and ſaved. And it is a matter of 
great comfort that theſe things are poſlible, 
and within reach. ; 

Mourner. But I would have had theſe ſpi- 
ritual bleſſings, with the life and enjoyment 
alto of thoſe that are gone. 

Anſwer. That 1s, you would have every 
thing according to your defire and fancy; 
that God and providence ſhould take their or- 
ders from you, and conſult your liking, be- 
fore they execute their decrees. But, /hould- 
it be according to thy mind Job 34. 33. He 
that has a pillow to lay his head upon, and 
yet (as one ſays) will needs lay it upon a ſtone; 
he that has many convenient feats to fit upon, 
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and nothing will ſerve him but a buſh of 
thorns; ſurely they muſt be very much in 
love with forrow and melancholy, who enjoy 
ſo many bleflings, and yet will ſlight all the 
pleaſures of them, to pine away in the com- 
pany of their wants. Underſtand what you 
now poſſeſs, as you would do if it were taken 
4x and then you will have a better reliſh 
or it. 

The miſeries and troubles entailed on the 
poſterity of Adam are numerous. They are 
compared to the ſparks that fly up, for num- 
ber. It is a mercy we eſcape any of them: 
that all theſe ſparks do not kindle upon us 
together : that all theſe troubles do not ſeize 
upon us at once: that out of ſo many miſeries 
we ſhould have ſo few, when we are born to 
all, by deſcent; ſubject to all, by nature; 
deſerving of all, by fin. | 

Do you forget what your ſins deſerve ? SHall 
a living man complain, a man for the puniſhment 
F his ſm? Lam. 3. 39. A living man, 
when you might have been dead; for the pu- 
nifhment of fin; and you might have been 
damned? The puniſhment of fin, on this fide 
of hell, is always leſs than our iniquities de- 
ſerve. | 
Mourner. I zh bear the indignation of the 
Lord, becauſe I have ſiuned againſt him. 
Anſwer. © Let every man,” ſays one, when 
„ he computes what he wants of his defires, 
* reckon as exactly how far he is ſhort in his 

duty; 
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„ duty ; and when he has duly pondered both, 
* he will think it a very eaſy compoſition, 
though his wants ſhould be unſupplied, pro- 
« vided his fins be pardoned; and will ſee 
* cauſe to fit down contentedly with honeſt 
«« Mephiboſheth, 2 Sam. 19. 23. What right 
„ have I yet to cry any more to the king“ 

The good of affliction in general ought to be 
taken into the account, as another conſideration 
to aſſwage our griefs. He for our profit 
chaſtiſes ; ſays the apoſtle ; and 77 was good for 
me that I was affiifted, lays David. T3. 

Afflictions have a tendency to awaken our 
repentance ; to {tir us up to ſearch and try our 
ways, in order to turn our feet unto God's teſti- 
monies. I will go and return to my place, till 
they acknowledge their offence. In their alfliction 
they will ſeek me early, Hof. 5. 15. And fo it 
proved, ch. 6. 1. Come, let us return to the 
Lord: he hath torn us, and he will heal; he 
hath broken us, and he will bind us up. They 
help to wean us from this world, and make 
us more willing to depart. As we muſt needs 
be leſs fond of the world, the more trouble- 
ſome it is to us; and as it makes our dying 
the more eaſy and more welcome, to have ſent 
thoſe before us for whoſe ſake we might defire 
to live, and with whom we deſire to be. We 
have fewer ties and engagements to earth. 
The fibres being cut of, and the roots looſ- 
ened, the tree falls with greater eaſe. 
_ Aﬀlic- 
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Afflictions bring us to thoughtfulneſs and 
conſideration, when all other means in the 
world can hardly do it. A man that can ſit 
at a ſermon as unmoved as if the joys of 
heaven, the ſorrows of hell, and the eter- 
nity of both, were no part of his concern : the 
excellency of God, the vanity of the world, 
the deformity of fin, and the beauty of ho- 
lineſs, ſhall leave him unmoved, if not aſleep ; 
he little regards the meſſage, or the meſſen- 
ger: but let God ſend one of Job's meſſen- 
gers to tell him ſuch a ſhip is loſt, his houſe 
Is burnt, or ſuch a dear relation dead; pre- 
ſently he is awake, and has more thoughts 

of heart in an hour, than he had before in a 
month. PWR. | 
The patient bearing of ſuch afflictions, 
and the ſanctified improvement of them, is 
one mark of our ſonſhip, and the love of 
God to us. Should you loſe the comfort of 
ſuch an evidence by impatience ? Heb. 12. 7. 
If ye endure chaſtening, he dealeth with you as 
with ſons. To endure, ſeems to ſignify more 
than merely to be chaſtiſed; namely, to ac- 
cept the chaſtiſement as from the hand of 
God, and to bear it with becoming decency 
and patience. There 1s one remark more, 
proper for ſome mcurners, from theſe words : 
If ye endure chaſtening, he dealeth with you as 
with ſous. What a miſtake is it then to ſay, 
&« Tf ] was a child of God, he would not deal 
« with me in ſuch a. manner ;”” when the text 
lays, 


cContraſt lies between affiifion and glory; light 
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ſays, If ye endure chaſtening, he dealeth with you 
as with ſons ? 

Affliction well ſuſtained improves every part 
of our religion. It teaches compaſſion and 
ſympathy towards others in their troubles. 
It gives an edge to our devotion, an ardency 
to our prayers, tenderneſs to our heart, and 
a life to our graces: it is the trial and 
triumph of our Rich, Patience hath its per- 
fect work: our reſolutions for God are con- 
firmed; ſo that we take faſter hold of God, 
and of thoſe things that cannot be taken from 
us. 

Our ſorrows, at longeſt, are but ſhort; 
and we ſhall ſhortly ourſelves go the {ame way. 
How diminutively does the apoſtle ſpeak of 
the afflictions of this preſent time? Our light 
affliftions, which are but for a moment, 2 Cor. 
4. 17. You call them heavy, he calls them 
light; and thoſe light afflictions but for a mo- 
ment; and that moment of light afflictions 
worketh for us. You are apt to think they all 
work agzainfft you, but they work for you à far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. The 


affliction, and the weight of glory; a light 
affliction for a moment, and weight of glo- 
ry eternal: ſpoken as much like an orator, 
as like an apoſtle. * And who was it that ſaid all 
this? One that knew as well what affliction 
was, one that had as much of it to his ſhare, 
as any man in the world. I /abours more 

| abundant ; 
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abundant; in firipes above meaſure ; in priſons 
more frequent ; in deaths often. Of the Jews 
five times rereived { forty frripes, ſave one: 
" thrice was I beaten with rods; once floned; 
thrice fuſfered ſhipwreck: a night aud a day 
was I in the deep. In journeying often: in 
ferils of waters; in perils of robbers; in pe- 
rils by mine own countrymen; in perils by the 
heathen ; in perils in the city; in perils iu the 
wilderneſs; in perils in the ſea: in perils among 
falſe brethren: in wearineſs and painfulneſs ; in 
watching often; in hunger and thirfl: in faſt- 
ing often; in cold and nakedneis; beſides tbe 
care of all the churches, + 2 Cor. 11. and yet, 
I'obt affiiftions ! . 

The time is ſhort: it remains, that they that 
weep, ſhould be as if they Twept not, 1 Cor. 
The end of all things is at hand. I ſhall ſhortly 
know myſelf what it is to change worlds. 'Tis 
more to the furroſe to prepare for my - own 
death, than fruitleſsly to lament that of another. 
And to make ſure of meeting my godly friends, 
is more now my buſineſs, than to loſe time in 
bewailing their parting. Efabli/h your hearts, 
for the coming of the Lard draws nigh, James 

. 


It will be a double loſs to loſe the dear re- 
lations, and to loſe the benefit of the affliction 
too: it is enough to have loſt hem. Shall 1 
loſe the ſpiritual advantage that might be gain- 
ed by ſuch a trial, and into which it might be 
improved ? 

Patient 
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Patient ſubmiſſion gives the ſureſt poſſeſ- 
fon of ourſelves, and the beſt enjoyment of 
every thing elſe. In patience we poſſeſs our 
fouls, Luke 21. 19: Without it, we have loſt 
poſſeſſion of ourlelves: and he that does not 
enjoy himſelf, can enjoy nothing elle ; for what- 
ever is poured into a tainted veſſel is all ſpoiled. 

It is a dangerous thing to provoke God by 
obſtinate grief, 4% a worſe thing come unto vs. 
For he hath ſaid, Vith the froward I will ſhew 
myſelf froward, Pal. 18. 26. He that hath - a 


froward heat findeth no good, Prov. 17. 20. 


Thorns aud briars are in the way of the fro- 
ward, He that keeps his foul (quiet and ſub- 
miſſive) Hall be free from them, Prov. 22. 5 


And after this, Do I vel! 19 be angry! Would 


any one choole to walk upon thorns and briars, 
that could pick out an caſter path? Where one 
tear falls upon the account of complying with 
God's will, a multitude fall in conſequence of 


having our own will. Not only the miſeries 


of this life, but the eternal miſeries of the 
life to come, are owing to this unrefigned 
felf-will. It may be written on many a tomb, 
HERE LIES THE BODY OF N. N. BECAUSE 
HE WOULD HAVE HIS OWN WILL, 


- 
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Help againſt immoderate Grief, from Confi- 
derations with reſpeft to others, and the 
World about 1s. | 


OMPARE your caſe with that of 
others, and you may eaſily obferve more 
miſerable and mournful ones. There are a 
thouſand perſons with whom you would not 
change conditions. By what Jaw 1s it, that 
you muſt only gaze at thoſe above you, and 
take no notice of thoſe below? That you muſt 
look on him only who is carried on mens ſhoul- 
ders, and think it a fine thing to be ſo mount- 
ed, but never conſider the poor men that car- 
ry him, whoſe place you would by no means 
accept of. You look with a greedy eye 
upon fuch a one's wealth,” ſays biſhop Pa- 
trick, „would you have it with his cares and 
fears, his conſcience and mind? His ig- 
„ norance ; perhaps his folly and vices? His 
„ill taſte of things, and incapacity of in- 
ce telletual pleaſures? His uncomfortable 
„ proſpects ?” 
Mceurner. No! I would be myſelf what 
I am, with the addition of what I want. 
Anſwer. Are you ſure of continuing what 
you are with that addition? Since no one can 
b:ve all things, is not yours a good lot? 
What pretences have you, for every good 
thing 
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thing to. centre in yourſelf? Was it always 
as well with you as it 15 now ? Formerly you had 
no being: formerly you had none of thoſe 


relations or poſſeſſions you now lament. You. 


have loſt that which ſome never had. Can 


you ſay, you had rather never to have had 


them, than to loſe them? If it was a good 
thing, the having of it for a time was a greater 
good than not to have had 1t at all. 3 
Compare yourſelf with the miſerable ſor- 
rows and ſufferings of others. You will find 
ſuch a one has loſt her pretty children: and at 
the ſame time a loving huſband, that was bet- 


ter to her than ten ſons. Another has loſt a 


near relation, and with that near relation 
away went the means of ſubſiſtence. The ſons 


of Zedekiah were ſlain before his face; and then 
his own eyes were put out, and he himſelf led 


into captivity; 2 Kings 25. David had the 
mortification of a beloved ſon dying in actual 
rebellion againſt his father, his prince, and 
againſt his God. How much more terrible 
was that, than to cloſe his eyes in a peaceful 
way ? The mother of the Maccabees ſaw her 
ſeven ſons tormented to death before her face, 
and the afterwards herſelf underwent the ſame. 
The ſufferings of the primitive Chriſtians, 
how grievous! The patient reſignarion of 
our Engliſh martyrs to be burnt, how re- 


markable, how affecting, how glorious! If 


mankind were to bring together all their ſeve- 


ral troubles and calamities, in all their cir- 
| „ cumſtances 
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cumſtances of good and bad that attend them, 
and lay them in one common heap, on this 
condition, that when they had ſo done, every 
man was to come again to take up an equal 
portion of the miſeries of life, and divide 


them equally, a great many who nay complain 


would gladly take up what they brought, and 
go away contended. 

What if the great God deſigns that others, 
who look on, ſhould have the benefit of my 
example and good behaviour under ſuch a 
trial as this? Hath he not a right to ule me 
for ſuch a purpoſe? And does it not become 
me to comport with it, and behave accordin 
ly ? Job loſt his children, his eſtate, his health, 
and, in ſome meaſure, his reputation with his 


friends; his eaſe and peace; and all this to 


ſhew the world a pattern of patience : ſhall 
others have no benefit from the example of 
our behaviour ? Though God can never want 
a cauſe of inflicting evil where ſin is, yet 
this ſhews, that ſin is not always the cauſe. 
Hoft thou confedered my ſervant Job, ſays God 
to Satan, hat there is none like him in the 
though thin moved/i me againſt him, 
to dejtroy him without a cauſe ® Job 2. 3. 

This reſignation is the moſt chien 
character of a Chriſtian; that which does mol 
undoubtedly dijlinguiſh good men from bad. 
The cxternals of religion cannot do it, becauſe 
the; are common to the hypocrite and to the ſin- 
ere. The hypoci.te can hea.. and read, ſing 


* 
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pſalms and pray, and receive ſacraments, as the 
true Chriſtian does, and adminiſter them too, 
and preach; but to give up the will to God 

at his diſpoſal, and obey his will, is what no 
hypocrite can do, and continue ſuch: for it is 
the eſſence of hypocriſy to pretend only to let 
God have our will, and yet reſolve to have our 
own. And it is the evidence of ſincerity, to 
be thankful if God will let us have our own 
will; but contented with his, and ſubmiſſive 
to it. All other parts of religion, I ſay, lie in 
common. If you hear ſermons ever ſo atten- 
tively,” the hypocrite will fit as demurely : They 
fit before me as my people fit." Herod heard John 
gladly, and did many things, If you pray fervent- 
ly and frequently, the hypocrite may be as fre- 
quent, long, and copious. The Phariſees, for 
a pretence, made long prayers. You cannot come 
to the ſacrament oftner, nor behave with more 
devotion than they do. Judas fat down with the 
twelve. If you entertain good diſcourſe with 
great readinels in the Scripture language, the 
hypocrite can do the fame. Men may preach 
to others, and be caſt away themſelves ; may be 
companions to good men, as Demas was to 
Paul, and yet be /overs of this preſent world, 
ſo as to forlake the diſciples for it. Men ma 

be any thing, and do any thing ſhort of this re- 
ſigned will to God, and yet be no Chriſtians. 
But the ſurrender of our will to God, is a ſa- 
crifice of that fort, which demonſtrates him 
that makes 1t to be a Chriſtian indeed. 


I 2 The 
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The children of wrath are deſcribed from 
their not having reſigned their will to God; 
Frlfilling the defires of the fleſh, aud of the 
mind, Eph. 2. 3. that is, their own wills, and 
not God's; their own wills, in oppoſition to 
God's. And, They have altogether broken the 
poke, aud burſt the bonds, Jer. 5. 5. Let ns caſt 
arcay tis cords from us, aud break his bonds in 
funden, Pſal. 2. The children of God, on the 
contrary, are delcribed from the entire furren- 
der of their will to God. As obedient children, 
mot faſhioning yourſelves according to your former 
ilfe, not acting merely according to your own 
will; gut, as he who hath called you is holy, o 
te we holy in all manner of converfation. David 
was a man after God's orten heart, and ſerved 
his generatiou according to the Twill of God ; 
while others are delcribed as walking after their 
ten imagination aud lift, Jer. 23. 17. 
he bart will let you have have as much re- 
ligion as you pleaſe, without this; becauſe he 
knows all religion, that leaves the will of 
man unreſigned to God, will never. reſcue the 
ſoul out of his hands. = 
Immoderate paſſion, for loſing or gaining 
any thing in this world, 1s a reproach to re- 
ligion, to good principles, and the beſt proſ- 
e&s in the world. As if theſe were not ſuf- 
cient to bear us up, and to bear us out; or to 
make an ample amends for the lots of any 
comfort. As if God, with all his perfections, 


and heaven, with all its glories, were nothing : 
- no; 
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no; nothing to that child, that huſband, 
that wife, that eſtate. I have ſeen a grief ſo 
ſtubborn and ſavage, as to prove inſenſible to 
all the principles and proſpects that could be 
mentioned. | 

In ſuch caſes we fall ſhort of many excellent 
heathens. Woe are outdone by thoſe with 
whom we are aſhamed to be compared, conſi- 
dering all things. Some of them had noble 
ſentiments under the loſs of eſtates, relations, 
or friends. Zeno loſt all in a ſhipwreck; he 

roteſted it was the beſt voyage he ever made 
in his life, becauſe it proved the occaſion: of 
betaking himelf to the ſtudy of virtue and 
philoſophy. Seneca ſays, he enjoyed his rela- 
tions as one that was to loſe them; and loſt 
them as one who had them {till in poſſeſſion. 
A Spartan woman had five ſons in the army 
on the day of battle. When a foldier came 
running from the camp to the city to bring tid- 
ings, ſhe, waiting at the gate to hear his re- 
port, aſked, What news ? Says the meſſenger, 
Thy five ſous are flain. You fool, ſays ſhe, 1 
did not aſk after them. How goes it in the field 
of battle ® Why, ſays the meſſenger, we have 
gained the victory; Sparta is ſafe. Then let us 
be thankful, ſays ſhe, to the gods for our deli- 
verance and continued freedom ! 

Seneca ſpeaks to God in fuch language as 
this: „I only want to know your will: as 
„ ſoon as I know what that is, I am always of 
the ſame mind. I do not tay you have taken 
I 3 from 
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** from me; that looks as if I were unwilling; 
but that you have accepted from me, which 
] am ready to offer.“ * 


F 
Se. AL 


Diredtious. 


AY the foundation of your conſolation 

right, namely, in true converſion, a ſtate 
of grace, the pardon of fin, and the favour of 
God. Lay the foundation of it within you, 
and not on things without ; above, and not 
on things below; on Chriſt, and not on our- 
ſelves; in the principles and profpects of re- 
ligion, and not on the things of this world ; 
in the rectification of your opinions, in the 
government of your appetites and paſhons, and 
in poſſeſſing your ſouls in patience : without 
this, you have ſomething elle to cry for than a 
loſt friend. You have a loſt foul to bewail, 


* SENECA abounds with noble ſent ments of this kind. He 
is the great ſoul, ſays that philoſopher, who gives himſelf at 
once to God: bis little and mean to diſpute it Magnus eſt 
animus qui ſe Deo tradidit ; Puſillus et degener qui oblue- 
tatur. Epiſt. 107. | 

Accipere potuiſtis, ſed ne nunc quidem aufereti-, quia 
nihil eripitur niſi retinenti, Nihil cogor, nihil patior in- 
vitus; nec ſervio Deo, ſed aſſentio. De Provid. 

Permittes ipſis expendere Numinibus quid 

Conveniat nobis, rebuſque fit utile noſtris. 

Nam pro jucundis ptiſſima quæque dabunt D. i; 

Carior eſt illis homo quam er Sat. 10. 


. of 
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of infinitely more concern to you than any 
thing, or any perſon in the world. 

If my comforts depend only on things with- 
out me, they he at the mercy of ſo many ac- 
cidents, that it muſt needs be very precarious. 
But if I can ſay, I am at peace with God; I 


« have a conſcience void of offence toward God 


* and man; J have a good hope through grace, 


* as to another world, and my heart does not 
© condem me;”” the accidents of life cannot 
utterly ruin the peace of ſuch a foul. This is 
that peace of which Chriſt ſays, My peace J 
leave with yon: my peace I give unto yo: not 
as tbe world gives, give I unto you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, nor let it be afraid. 

The man who lays the foundation of his 
peace and quiet in eſtate, relations, health, 
pleaſures of life, or life itſelf; when any of 
theſe is in danger, his peace is ſhaken or de- 
ſtroyed; whereas, the man is immovable who 
can think and ſay thus: 
I am ſick, but not afraid to die: it is he 
who is ſick, and fears to die, whole peace is 
deſtroyed by ſickneſs. I am in pain, it is true; 
ce but I have patience to poſſeſs my foul : it is 
«© he who is in pain, and has no patience, whoſe 
« comfort is deſtroyed. IJ am ſlighted, and diſ- 
« regarded ; perhaps for want of merit: if Iam 
* conſcious of my deſerving better, let that be 
« my conſolation, without eſtimating my com- 
« fort and peace by the opinion of others. Iam 
© leflened in eſtate, and reduced to narrow cir- 


«« cumſitances ; 


cc 
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« circumſtances ; true, but I am not covetous ; 
« had I been covetous of much, all my com- 
« fort and peace would have gone with my 
* ſubſtance. ' But I plainly ſee the comfort of 
life does not he ſo ſuch in the abudance of 
e theſe things, as in the art of enjoying a little. 
f have loft indeed a dear friend, and a love- 
« ly creature; but my happineſs was more 
„ wrapt up in that God to whom that beloved 
« perſon is gone: God will bring them along 
4 with him. That which beautified their cha- 
« racter, and made them ſo lovely, was what 
« could not be loſt, but is perfected by the 
& tranſlation. I love them ſtill, and take a 
&« pleaſure in loving them, which relieves the 
« forrow for their abſence. The man who 
« does not fear death ſo much as an ill life; who 
&« thinks impatience a worſe diſeaſe than gout 
„ or ſtone; who think pride a greater re- 
<« proach than being ſlighted ; covetouſneſs a 
« yiler thing than poverty ; and that to offend 
„God with immoderate grief, is worſe than 
« any loſs whatſoever + that man's comfort 
C and peace is not precarious: does not lie at the 
© mercy of other men's fancies and paſſions; 
&« and is above the reach of accidents.” 

He knows not the world nor himſelf, who 
depends upon life, ſuch as ours; who is diſ- 
tr: ed at a croſs accident, as if he was privi- 
lege from the common let, and ſome ſtrange 
thing had happened to him. Did you never 
before ir- ine, that the perſon you are now 

lamenting 
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lamenting for was a mortal, as well as yourſelf? 
That what was born muſt die? That what has 
befallen others, might happen to you? That 


what owes its value only to fancy, has only a 


fanciful worth? And what can be bought with 
money here on earth, is not more excellent, 
nor leſs periſhing. | 

There is indeed a knowledge of the world 
that poliſhes the gentleman ; to be learned in 
courts and camps, and in a general conver- 
ſation ; but the knowledge that ſecures a man's 
peace and quiet through all events, is to be 
found only in the Bible. That book will tell 
us, that ** this world 1s not our reſting-place, 
for it is polluted :”* that it muſt not, nor can- 
not be our portion: that it is not an equal 
price for our ſouls, though we could gain the 
whole of it: that the world lies in wickedneſs, 
an enemy to Chriſt and his intereſt : that it is 
one of our enemies we mult overcome by faith: 
that it is of a periſhing nature, and in contt- 
nual change and variation. 


To conſider this world as philoſophers, it 


is a fine building: every thing is adjuſted 
in number, weight, and meaſure. We ad- 


mire the heavens, the work of thy fingers: the. 


moon, and the ftars, which thou haſt ordained ! 
But why does the aſtronomer ſtop ſhort at the 
viſible heavens? Why not penetrate farther, 
to that g/ory which God hath ſet above thoſe 


heavens? Faith is the evidence of things not 


ſeen by the teleſcope. There is the Chriſtian's 
home 
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home and country. Here we are ſtrangers 
and pilgrims, paſſing out of it. In ſhort, he 
knows the world beſt, who comes up to that 
text, Love not the world, nor the things of the 
world ; and concludes with the great Mornæus, 
that, © If all the world was made for man, 
* man was made for ſomething more than all 
the world.” Let us balance the thoughts 
of what we have loſt, with the remembrance 
of what we were made for. . 1 

What do we ſee in ourſelves, that we ſhould 
expect always to be pleaſed? We are not better 
than our fathers. If J am dead to this world, 


why am I ſo diſtracted that another is dead out 


of it? If I am not dead to this world, I ought 
to be ſo, and to be more concerned for my 
oven ſoul, than for any dead friend. Learn to 
think and ſpeak of this world now, as you 
will do when you are going out of it. Acknow- 
ledge it to be a place where you muſt daily 
loſe ſomething, till you have loſt all. And let 
your ſoul aſſuredly conceive, that having had 
its original from heaven, it is one of thoſe 
things which muſt, one day, return thither. 
(Biſhop Patrick.) Ns | 
While your ſorrows are afloat, turn them 
into a godly channel. It will be more eaſy at 
ſuch a time, to employ them in mourning for 
fin. This is fetching meat out of the eater, 
and comfort out of trouble. This is making 


ſorrow, otherwiſe fruitleſs and hurtful, . to be 


of uſe and ſervice, So the ſkilful huſband- 
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man directs the ſtream to his mill, and makes 
it work, inſtead of running to waſte, or doin 

miſchief. Perhaps this is one intention of the 
providence. At leaſt, it will be a wile and 
happy improvement of it: * Since I am now 
* ſo ready to burſt out into tears, I will weep 
part of them over a ſinful life.” This will 
make it a healing wound, and a comforting 


forrow ; and at the fame time, give vent to 


nature, and exerciſe to grace. | 
This is often beſt done upon our knees in 


prayer: a time of affliction is a time of 


prayer. Is any afflicted © Lei him pray. Call 
upon me in the day of trovble, and I will deli- 
ver thee. Be careful for nothing over- much; 
but in every thing, by prayer and ſupplication, 
. with thankſoiving, let your requeſis be made 
known unto God, Phil. 4. 6. For, he will re- 
gard the prayer of the deſtitute, aud not deſpiſe 
their praver; Ptalm 102. 17. Thus God 1n- 
vites you to come and drop ſome of your tears 
at his feet: 1t 1s likely he may turn your 
ſorrows into joy. It will er the ſpirit, 
calm the paſſions, ſpiritualize the affections, 
ſtrengthen faich, hope, and love; for un— 
der the influence of the other world, we al- 
ways leſs regard this. my 

O holy Spirit! Is it not thy name and 
office to be The Comforter © Does not my 
caſe need comfort? Art not thou as willing 
and ready to help, as I am deſirous of it? 
Come, Holy Ghoſt, and do thine office of 
| | con ſol ation 
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conſolation to a poor ſoul that needs it. Lord, 
increaſe my faith; and in the ſame proportion 
my ſorrows will abate, and my conſolation will 
abound. Hope and faith are the only ſup- 
ports under things that have no cure in 
this world. It is in believing that we have 
joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. It is in 
believing that our hearts are fortified againſt 
the troubles and pangs that others feel. So 
Chriſt has connected them together: Let not 
your hearts be troubled; ye believe in God, be- 
lieve alſo in me. Lord, I believe; help my 
unbelief. I believe in God, and the great 
truths of natural religion. I believe allo in 
thee, and the peculiar diſcoveries of the goſ- 
pel. I believe thy Providence manages all things 
according to the. purpole of thine own will 
and wiſdom. I beheve thy promiſes ſhall 
be fulfilled, which are a great ſupport to my 
mind. I believe thy watchful care and never- 
failing love to thine own, I believe the 
reality and excellency of the future world, 
and have good hope, through grace, of my 
title to it. And how little, how very little, 
do all theſe lower things appear, when that 
world is in full view! The juſt, who live by 
faith, and die in faith, may rejoice in faith, 
in the midſt of their ſorrows. The joys of 
faith are the beſt remedy againſt the grief of 
ſenſe. I had fainted, wnleſs I bad believed to 
fee the goodneſs of God in rhe land of the living. 
It was faith, the evidence of things not ſeen, 

5 , and 
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and the ſubſtance of things hoped for, to 
which thoſe heroes of faith and patience owe 
their glorious character, Hebrews 11. We are 
kept by the power of God, through faith un- 
to ſalvation : wherein ye greatly rejoice ; though 
now for a ſeaſon ye are in heavineſs; through ma- 
- nifold temptations: that the trial of your faith 
being much more precious than that of gold that 
periſheth, though tried with fire, may be found 
unto praiſe, and honour, and glory, at the ap- 
pearance of Feſus Chriſt; whom having not ſeen, 
we love: in whom, though now we ſee him not, 
yet believing, we rejoice with joy unſpeakable, 
and full of glory, 1 Pet. 1. 5. Grief ſays; 

„The dear creature is gone!” Faith ſays, 
«« Gone before, not loſt; and that the meet- 
ing again is certain; will be comfortable; 

and in a little time; and inſeparable for 
F<: aver”. 

It is of great ule to conſider the examples of 
patience under afflictions that are to be met 
with in ſacred and common hiſtory. Take, my 
brethren, the prophets, who have ſpoken to you 
in the name of the Lord, for an example of fuf- 
fering affliftion, and of patience, James 5. 
the firſt he mentions 1s Job, ver. 11. Ye have 
heard of the patience of Job. One part of his 
eſtate was plundered by the inroads of his ene- 
mies; another part was burnt up with light- 
ning from heaven: his children' were 
cut off at once by a violent tempeſt, ſeve 
ſons, and three daughters: his own health 
K by was 
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vas turned into ſickneſs and corruption; from 


the crown of the head to the ſole of the foot, 
were boils and ſores. He takes a bit of 
broken potſheard to ſcrape himſelf withal, his 
fingers being too ſore for that poor office. 
And he fat down among the aſhes; nor could 


he there be quiet : he is inſulted by one of the 
fooliſh women, and teized with uncharitable 


cenſures, and falſe reaſoning of friends, who 
endeavoured to wrangle him out of all that 


remained of comfort to him ; namely, the 1n- 


ward conſciouſneſs of his own integrity. How 
great were his trials! How. glorious his pa- 
tience! ls 

When Aaron loſt his two ſons, it is ſaid, 
Aaron held his peace. When Eli heard the pre- 
diction of the death and ruin of his family, 
he anſwered, IJ. is the Lord, let him do what 


{eemeth good unto bim. And David lays, I Twas 


dumb, and opened not my mouth; becauſe thor 
didft it. Abraham's offering his fon, with that 
reſolution, was a great thing; and God eſti- 
mated 1t according to his intention. The mo- 
ther of the Maccabees, who ſacrificed her ſeven 
ſons, and ſtood by the execution, that ſhe 
might help them through their martyrdom by 
her as and comfort, has ſomething 1n 1t 
2xtraordinary heroic ; ſhe alfo following them 
11erſelf in the ſame glorious Woe. 

Among the primitive Chriſtians there are many 
uch inſtances of ſuffering and patience ; a 


zontempt of this world, and eagerneſs after 
| another, 
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another, that may well make us aſhamed for 
our feebleneſs under leſſer trials, with much 
greater advantages. 
But above all, let us keep in our eye the 
pattern of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Conſider him 
that endured ſuch contradiftion of fiuners againſt 


Himdſelt, la ye be weary and faint in your minds, 


eb. 12. 3. Looking unto Jeſus, the author 
and finiſher of our faith; the fountain of all our 
ſupplies, and the pattern of our behaviour. 


It is great wifdom not to have theſe prin- 
ciples to lay in when they are to be employed ; 


nor theſe ſupports to get when they ſhoulT 
be uſed. It is no wonder people are at a lcf, 
in a time of affliction, when they are ſtrang 

to thoſe things wherein the beſt conſolation 
doth conſiſt. There are no ſuch cordials as 
the Chriſtian religion affords; but they are 
nothing, if, like cordials, they are only uled 


when .a fainting fit comes. They muſt be 


daily made our food, eſtabliſhed principles, 
and ſettled habits; practiſed into a ond na- 
ture: or elſe, we ſhall be like foldiers unex- 
erciſed before the attack; or travellers un- 


provided at the moment of the journey. Peo- 


ple, in other caſes, do not pretend to perform 
what they have not learned to do; to play upon 
an inſtrument they have never practiſed ; to 
perform an exerciſe they never made them- 
ſelves. maſters of: but Chriſtianity they think 
may be ated ex tempore, and upon a ſudden, 
without ever learning it. But we ſee that will 

| K 2 e 
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not do, where no habit of ſubmiſſion is ac- 
quired beforehand. Where the mind is not 
prepared by the frequent actings of reſigna- 
tion, men are to ſeek how to 8 3 and how to 
apply the principles of peace and comfort, if 
they have chem: and much more {till ar a loſs, 
if thoſe prineiples are to be got at the very 
time they are to be uſed. They are not then 
capable of the conſolation ariſing from princi- 
ples and proſpects they are utter ſtrangers to. 
They wonder what you mean. They call for the 
dear creature that 1s gone: they grieve, and 
rieve on; they teize themſelves; they offend 
God ; they have no comfort under preſent ca- 
lamity; they draw more calamity upon them- 
ſelves by the exceſs or continuance of their 
ſorrow; and all for want of preparing a good. 
toungation againſt ſuch a time to come. 
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Sk. I. 
W 


Mould not have you to be ignoraut, brethren, 
concernius them who are aſleep; that you ſor- 
raw not, even as others who have no hope. For 
if we believe that Chriſt died, and roſe again, 
even ſo them alſo who ſleep in Fefus, will God 
bring with him: the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe 
firſt, 1 Theſſ. 4. 13, 14. Let them that have 
no hope, have no bounds to their ſorrow; 
and be as heatheniſn in the manner of it as 
they are in its cauſe and riſe; namely, the 
want of hope. The righteous hath hope in 
his death; therefore we will not deſpair in our 
forrows. Other people, how many ſoever in 
number, . or great in figure, are not to be 
followed in any exceſs. A Chriſtian neither 
lives or dies, rejoices or forrows, as others do ; 
according to his own character, /orrows not as 
do others. ACT WF 
The caution againſt immoderate forrow, is 
grounded upon the preſent condition of the 
odly dead; They /leep in Jeſus. And upon the 

| 5a meeting we ſhall have, God will bring 
| them along with him. And the certainty of 
theſe things: as certain as that Jeſus died and 
| roſe again. If we believe one, we muſt believe 
the other. For if you believe that Feſus died and 
roſe again, as ſurely you do; you mult alſo be- 
| | . lie ve, 
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1 Jlieve, that they who ſleep in Jeſus, will God 
f bring along with him. And then we ſhall all 
| be together again. | 
| How ſoft a name 1s given to the Chriſtian's 
| death: and how lovely a notion of their pre- 
| ſent ſtate ! They /leep in Feſus. 0 
| They fleep. Why do you mourn as if they 
| were extinct : as if they were annihilated, and 
| utterly loſt ? | 
| Mourner. But they are loſt to me. 15 
| Anſwer. Not for ever; not for a very long 
| tume. Yet a little while, and he that ſhall come 
| will come, and will not tarry. When they were 
| alive, ſleep and abſence ſeparated your rela- 
tion for a great part of the time. 255 

Mourner. But I knew then they would 
awake from fleep, and return from abſence ; 
but now— . | 
Anfever. And do not you now believe that 
| they will awake from ſleep, and return from 
abſence? But when you fay you knew that 
they would awake from ſleep, and return from 
| abſence, you ſpeak in terms too ſtrong: You 
might expect, indeed, and hope, that they 
| would awake and return ; but that they would 
certainly do fo, is more than any one could in- 
ſure, who knows not what a day may bring forth. 
But this we certainly know, that they who ſleep 
| in Jeſus, will God bring with him, as ſurely as 
ue believe that Feſus died and roſe again from 
| the dead. 


Mourner. 
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Mourner. But it will be a great while firſt 
Anſtoer. What if it be? Is it not worth tar- 

rying for? And it may not be ſo long, neither, 

as you imagine. | | 
| Mourner. But what muſt I do in the mean 
time ? | 

Anſwer. Do but theſe two or three things, 

and all ſhall be well. See that your own ſoul 

is ſafe : ſecure your happy meeting, that your 
ſeparation may not be eternal : give due al- 
lowance to the paſſion of nature, -and refuſe 
not the help of grace. Time will do ſome- 
thing; reflection more; and religion will 
complete the work of reſignation. | 
They that are aſleep in Jeſus, are as truly 
alive as you, and in a thouſand times more 
excellent ſenſe, and to more excellent pur- 
poſes : For he who died for us, did it for this 
end, that whether we ſleep, or whether wwe 
wake, we ſhould live together with him. 1 Theſf. 

5. 10. For, God is not the God of the dead, 

but of the living, Luke 20. 38. Living, at 

preſent, as to the ſoul; and ſhall live hereafter 
in the body again. 


Me live together with him, whether we wake 


or ſleep. They who ſleep in Jeſus, live toge- 


ther with him, in his preſence, and enjoy- 
ment. In this reſpect it is, that Chriſt ſays, 


He that believes in me, ſhall never die: * Never 


* According to the letter of the tranſlation ; though 


it may be rendered, He that believes in me, all not die 
for ever. 


die 
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die totally. But when the body fleeps in Jeſus, 
the ſoul lives together with him; and proceeds 
in a life that death cannot diſcontinue, nor 
eternity exhauſt. 1 

Sleep is a reſt from wearineſs; from the 
cares and labours of the day. Such is the 
death of the Chriſtian. 

Bleſſed are the dead who die in the Lord; they 
reſt from their labours: from the labours of 
their calling, as men; from the labours of 
their duty, as Chriſtians ; becauſe all the duty 
that follows in the ſeparate ſtate, will be with- 
out labour and wearineſs: from the la- 
bour of oppoſing fin, and temptations to it; 
from all the troubles of life, and the ſor- 
rows attending it. It is not merely farewell 
huſband, wife, and children; but farewell 
ſorrow and fin; farewell ſuffering ; farewell 
corruption, weakneſs, temptation: welcome 


reſt from all theſe troubles. 


Sleep is a refreſhment, and a reparation of 
ſpirits; and to the better part death gives a 
refreſhment, that amounts to a ſatisfaction. 
I /hall be ſatisfied, when I awake, with thy like- 


_ neſs, Plalm 17. 15. Which fome have under- 
| ſtood of the ſoul's awaking to a nobler life, 


- 


upon the body's falling afleep. _ Le, 
+ Sleep is but for a while, and then we wake 


again; and death is but for a while, and we 


awake in the morning of the reſurrection. 
What David fays of his lying down in his 
bed 


Sect. XII. The Mou RN ER. 117 


bed and riſing, we may ſay of our lying down in 
the grave and rifing. I laid me down and ſlept; 
for the Lord ſuſtained me. So man lieth down, 
and awaketh not, as to the body, fill the heavens 
be no more. If a man die, ſays Job, he ſhall live 
again. Shall he indeed? It to, then I acknow- 
ledge there 1s conſolation in the thought, and 
wonder in the work, to ſupport and ſtay my 
mind : and therefore, a/l the days of my appointed 
ime, that I have to lie in the grave, there will 
I wait till my change, by the reſurrection, come. 
For thou ſhalt call, by the ſound of the laſt trum- 
pet and voice of the Lord, and I will anſwer. 


Thou wilt have a defire to the work of thine own © 


hands, to reſtore and improve it, and not ſuffer 


it always to lie there in rubbiſh. Sleep is but a 


ſhort death, and death a longer ſleep to the body. 
The hour is coming, when all that are in their 
graves ſhall hear 5 voice, and ſhall come forth : 
They who have done good, unto the reſurreftion. of 
life, John 5. 28, 29. May they ſleep ſweetly, 
may they wake joyfully. They were Chriſt's 
frieuds, as well as yours. Allow him to have his 
friends about him, as well as you have had them 
ſo long. It may be, before Chriſt has had them 
ſo long with him, as ſome of you have had them 


here below, you will be with them again; and 


Chriſt, and you, and they, be all together. 
I would not have you ignorant, brethren. Im- 


moderate ſorrow is very much owing toignorance, 


or a knowledge that has no effect to govern the 
paſſions, which is the ſame thing with 1gnorance, 
except 
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ftripes. Do not behave as if you were ignorant 
of the frail nature, and ſhort duration of the 


E comforts of this life! as if you were ignorant of 
the Chriſtian hope, life and immortality ; as if 


you were ignorant of the preſent ſtate of them that 


 fleep in Jeſus, how happy it is, and of the certain 


future meeting again, with advantage to all thoſe 


_ excellencies, for which you loved them here ſo 


well. Prayer will give a vent to a great deal of that 


ſorrow that torments others: and hope will fetch 


in a great deal of comfort which a franger inter- 
meddles not with, They are therefore mentioned 
together by the apoſtle; Reporcing in hope; pa- 
tient in tribulation ; continuing ella in prayer, 
Rom. 12. 12. He 1s a miſerable man indeed, 
* who 1s afflicted and cannot pray“: And-whoſe 
days are ſpent without hope, Job 7. 6. Where 


"there is no hope, there is no comfort: where- 


there are no grounds of hope, there are no 
grounds of comfort. And when the proſpects 
of hope are neglected, and we act as if we were 
ignorant of them, or knew not how to uſe them, 
the grievouſneſs of our ſorrow is very much 
owing to ourſelves, and is its own puniſhment, 


though not the only one we delerve. 


Moderate ſorrow 1s allowable on account of 
our own loſs, even of thoſe who do fleep in Jeſus. 
The apoſtle does not ſay, he would not have them 
ſorrow at all, but not as others. He does not ſay, 


I would not have you ſorrow at all, but not as 


thoſe 
+ Mr. Do v's Saying. | 
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thoſe who have no ſuch hopes as you have. It is 
the regulation of ſorrow that he aims at, and nos 


the total ſuppreſſion of it. Grace doth not 
deſtroy nature, but refines it: It doth not ex- 
tinguiſh the affections and paſſions, but rec- 
tifies and moderates them. To be altogether 
unconcerned, is unnatural ; to be ſo overmuch 
is unchriſtian. They are both hurtful extremes 
to any ſoil, either to have no water at all, or to 
have it overflow and drown the land round 
about. 
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